MATRON OF HONOR SPEECH FOR

CINDY KNEBEL

Hi Everyone!!!  What a wonderful night!!  What a great atmosphere, and what a fantastic couple!!!  We are here to celebrate the marriage of Jennifer and Mike, and I for one, am thrilled to be here to witness this occasion.  

Jennifer and I have been close friends, almost since the day we met, over 17 years ago.  We were in the same sorority in college and Jenn was my little sister.  In so many ways, Jenn is still like a sister to me.  We’ve really grown into adults together and I have to say, (turn to Jenn and say) I really and truly appreciate our friendship.  I don’t say that lightly.  It’s a privilege to be your Matron of Honor!  One of the greatest characteristics about Jenn is that she’s a wonderful and dependable friend.  No matter where her travels take her, or what she’s doing, she ALWAYS finds the time to keep in touch, and I treasure those emails, letters,  and phone calls, which can come in from…well, almost anywhere from (name a city that Jenn has been to in the US) ________________ to (name a far away foreign city that she contacted you from) _________________.  Thanks to the miracles of modern technology, “there’s Jenn!!!” and hearing from her always makes me happy.  And for those of you who are blessed to know her as I do, you KNOW what a gift that is.  Jenn is a true and caring communicator…. (say this a little teasingly) let’s see how fast she manages to get out all of the “Thank you’s” after the wedding!!!  Ah… a true test of her dependable communication skills!!!....Only kidding, Jenn!!!  Believe me, I know the skills required to handle THAT task!  Let me know if you need any help-I’ll be right there with you….mine are almost done!!!

There are so many things Jenn and I share.  We’re both into fitness and have both been runners for a long time.  Each of us have done several marathons, so we know how good things look at the 2nd mile….and the 5th…..and then the 9th . (start to get a little hesitant…) ….having second thoughts around the 15th mile…really…..HOW DID I GET HERE???!?!....and on and on until we see that mirage of the finish line!!!  Yes, we share those feelings!!!  We’ve both taken a little break from running, but each of us, in the true spirit of our friendship, supports the other in getting back into training…. And we both share the optimism that we’ll run a marathon together in the near future…Anyone else out there want to join us??  We also both chose to wait a while to find Mr. Right.  And coincidentally, Cupid’s arrow hit both of us at almost the same time!!!  We both got engaged (to fantastic guys-might I add) at almost the same time, and now we’ve both gotten married in 2009.  Because we waited, and I know Jenn agrees with me on this one, we really knew what we wanted and we were blessed enough to find our soul mates.  I was lucky enough to meet and marry my prince, __________________ and Jenn met Mike. 

I knew from the minute I met Mike that he and Jenn were made for each other.  I could tell they really complimented each other perfectly, in fact, the only difference I can see is possibly in their height, with Mike a healthy 6’4” and Jenn at a dynamic 5’1”, but they’ve worked THAT ONE out!!  Mike is funny and kind and just what Jenn loves in a man.  I can’t wait to witness and hear about Jenn and Mike’s Excellent Marriage Adventures, and _______________ and I look forward to sharing lots of those moments with you!

Jenn, I hope you know how much I really care about you and value our friendship, and I look forward to being in your life for a long, long time as we continue to grow and experience all that this great life has in store for us.  And now it’s the four of us!!  You know we will be there for you and Mike, as you would be there for us, and that is the truest definition of friendship.  It’s a real gift to find someone as genuine as you, and now that you have found your partner in life, may you both have everything you wish for.  You’re both terrific people and deserve only the best in life.

To Jenn and Mike, I know you’ll both always remember and cherish this moment. It’s the beginning of the rest of your lives together, and being in this breathtaking setting, in the House On The Hill inspires me to make a toast to the two of you.  Everyone, please raise your glasses as we toast the bride and groom:

MAY YOU BOTH GO THROUGH LIFE TOGETHER AS ONE,

ENJOYING THE VIEW AND EACH OTHER,

MAY YOU HAVE PRIVACY WHEN WANTED, YET LOVED ONES ALWAYS NEAR 

MAY YOU LOOK DOWN FROM A HILLTOP LIKE THIS, WITH VISION PERFECTLY CLEAR

AND MAY YOUR LIVES BE FILLED WITH AS MUCH LOVE AS IS IN THIS ROOM TONIGHT.

Jennifer, Mike, Congratulations!  We love you!!

