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ARTICLE 5

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress;  Provided that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.

It’s an integral part of our lives. In other parts of the world, it had been accepted, albeit limited, practice since the mid 18th century.  There were several diverse countries and territories that adopted this practice worldwide, throughout history, from Sweden (in the mid-1700’s) to the Wyoming Territory (1869) and, ironically, the Isle of Man (in 1881).  Now that we are well into the 21st century, reaping the benefits of the struggle of the women who fought so that we might be counted, it seems like an inalienable right, but believe it or not, it was less than 100 years ago that the 19th amendment was passed, giving women the right to vote. 

The 19th Amendment to the Constitution states, “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.  Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.”  Because Article 5 was in place, the 19th Amendment was able to be ratified….eventually.  The first state to ratify was Illinois on June 10, 1919, and the last state (so far) to ratify was, incredibly enough, Mississippi, on March 22, 1984, after having previously been rejected.

The process, as stated in the Constitution, was followed and respected, but no one apparently placed the word, “speedy” into the ratification lexicon.

Article V is an integral part of the United States Constitution.  As with the entire document, it is a living, breathing testament to the commitment of our forefathers, the framers of the Constitution, who worked tirelessly and meticulously to draft the document that acted as our matrix of democracy.  Article V demonstrates the thought and care taken to insure that fairness and equity would prevail as the nation developed and evolved.  Although they may not have had the precise vision at the time that “life, liberty and the pursuit of Happiness” would encompass women’s suffrage, the framers authored the process by which impossibility became reality.

Many believe the history, or perhaps, just for today, we might call it “HERSTORY” of the Suffragist movement began in 1848 at the Women’s Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, New York.  Inspired by inferior treatment they received at the World Anti-Slavery Convention in London in 1840 (the American delegation consisted of many women, all of whom were forced to be separated from their male counterparts and made to observe the convention from an upper gallery, rather than participate where “the action” was), women like Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton were inspired to form their own convention and bring to light principles inspired by the Declaration of Independence.  

Frederick Douglass, an ardent feminist as well as a tireless civil rights crusader has said, “A woman should have every honorable motive to exertion which is enjoyed by man, to the full extent of her capacities and endowments. The case is too plain for argument. Nature has given woman the same powers, and subjected her to the same earth, breathes the same air, subsists on the same food, physical, moral, mental and spiritual. She has, therefore, an equal right with man, in all efforts to obtain and maintain a perfect existence.”  Article V of the United States Constitution provided the process by which Frederick Douglass’ words could become reality.
