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On the Celebration of My Daughter’s Bat Mitzvah

For 

David Kravette

Hello everyone and welcome to this wonderful celebration.  Today we have witnessed the passage into adulthood of our little girl, ___________________.  Of course those who know her, know that she is mature in so many ways and has many gifts and great attributes.  I think that for ________________, we have to update the expression “13 going on 30.” ………….that was so, like 2008…….(say this with some exasperation and impatience while looking at her).  For __________________ it’s “13 going on SUPERSTAR!”   This isn’t just a Bat Mitzvah, it’s a HOT Mitzvah!!  Next to ______________the stars of NYC Prep look like high school kids!!  Miley WISHES she had a BFF like ____________________!!!!  (turn to ___________ again, shrug your shoulders and say…………..hey, with a daughter like you, it’s hard to keep up with your level of cool….!!! You’re hip to everything!!  How am I doing???  I know, I know, ……….”aw daddy!!”).  
Okay, Okay, I kid.  But I really have to say, and I know I speak for your mother as well, that we could not have asked for a greater daughter.  I know that every parent knows that their child is the best, and they’re right.  And when I look at you, I know that I have been blessed to have such a beautiful family and such wonderful children, and you, ________________make me so proud.  I am in awe of your boundless energy, your wild sense of humor and your strong-willed determination. .  (say this with a little hesitation) Of course, sometimes I’m at the receiving end of that determination………………..  There I go, kidding again….I love to witness your dedication to hard work and learning, and I am always so moved by your kindness to everyone.   I know you have the potential to be GREAT, and so do your family and all of your zillions of friends.  It’s really one of the joys of my life to witness you blossoming into a fantastic young woman.

The Talmud states, “I found a fruitful world, because my ancestors planted it for me. Likewise I am planting for my children.”  ______________, we are all links in the chain of life, and as well as your mother and I are part of the chain of life our parents and grandparents gave to us, you (include the other children) and your________________ are the best part of your mother and me.  We have planted the seeds so that you will grow and thrive, and this rite of passage, your Bat Mitzvah, is one of those essential seeds.  And there will be others, and the love we feel for you today will only strengthen as we all continue to grow and learn.  

Today is a special day about learning, as is all of life.  On the occasion of your Bat Mitzvah, you learned your portion of the Haftorah, you learned more about your Jewish heritage and identity, and you stand on the threshold of becoming an adult who is responsible for the preservation and perpetuation of that heritage.
__________________, I know you want to get on with this party, but I want to say some things from my heart, to you, with all of our family and friends as witnesses.  I know you would probably rather receive this as a “tweet,” or a text message, but it’s more than 140 characters long……………..but seriously, it has been the fulfillment of a lifelong dream, not just to be a father, but to be YOUR father.  It is the greatest challenge, yet the most rewarding gift I have known.  You’ve taken all of your amazing energy and spirit and you’ve used it to learn about your Judaism.  Of all the blessings we have in our lives, we count this day as one of the highlights.  Your poise and enthusiasm for learning and growth never cease to amaze us, and I know I speak for both your mother and myself when I say that we love you and are more proud of you than you can imagine.  

I would like to share some more wisdom from the Talmud with you and everyone here.  In the Talmud, Brachot 17A, it states, 
“May you live to see your world fulfilled, May you be our link to future worlds, and may your hope encompass all the generations to be. May your heart conceive with understanding, may your mouth speak wisdom and your tongue be stirred with sounds of joy. May your gaze be straight and sure, your eyes be lit with Torah's lamp, your face aglow with heaven's radiance, your lips expressing words of knowledge, and your inner self alive with righteousness. And may you always rush in eagerness to hear the words of One more ancient than all time.”

_______________, we love you!!! Mazel Tov!!!
