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Grandma’s 100th Birthday Speech 

For  Eric Quan

Hello everyone!  How great is it that we are all gathered here tonight to celebrate Grandma again, and this time it’s for the miraculous occasion of her 100th birthday?  (Turn to Grandma and say-in mock seriousness..) Grandma, on behalf of everyone in this room, I would like to thank you for giving up your Mah Jongg game tonight so that you could be here with us.  I know what courage that took……  (wait for the laugh).  I can’t believe it’s been 10 years since we celebrated Grandma’s 90th birthday. As I look around the room at all of our friends and family, I want you to know that I am really blessed to be a part of all of you.  I have to say, maybe it’s me, but as Grandma seems to be getting younger, I, well……….let’s just say, some of you might notice the glasses are new and the suit doesn’t quite fit like it did 10 years ago, which, by the way, is a testament to the great life I have and the wonderful cooks we have in the family…….but it’s all good…really good…!

As I had said 10 years ago, Grandma has witnessed the past century.  She’s lived through 2 world wars; she’s witnessed men in outer space walking on the moon.  She’s seen destruction and invention.  She’s done her fair share of travel in that time as well.  In the past 10 years, not only has she seen how cute I look in glasses…………(turn to Grandma, wink and say), “Thanks Grandma!” and seen me outgrow my suits, she has also had a chance to be a GREAT great grandmother to our 2 youngest, beautiful children, Kaori now 7 and Justin 5.  We can all be so proud to say that we have 5 generations in our family, because as we know, when she turned 98 years YOUNG, Grandma became a REALLY great great grandmother with the birth of ____________________.  In our family, there is nothing better than the joy of generations being together!

(Turn to your Grandma and say), Grandma, we all know how hard you worked for most of your life.  We’ve all heard the legends of life at the laundry, the restaurant, the liquor store.  You’ve always done whatever you could to set the best example possible to your friends, your neighbors and most of all your family.  We all know how proud you are of us, but I have to say, Grandma, WE’RE the ones who are proud of YOU!!  Like the Energizer Bunny, who keeps going and going and going, you’ve lived your life with motherly love, humor and common sense that inspires us all.  None of us could have accomplished what we did in our lives if not for you and Grandpa setting such an incredible example for all of us…. And the really amazing thing about you is that you keep on going!  Just when anyone else would have retired and relaxed, you got the travel bug!  Of course this was not a bad thing, because we got to go with you on all the cruises and adventures you’ve been on, with you.  Where most grandparents would have been happy to retire and go to the country and relax, you sort of did the same thing.  You retired and went to A country-or several, I should say…………China, Australia, Portugal….I could go on and on…..just look at a map-Grandma’s been there!!!  Grandma, I’m glad you took a little time to stop and listen to these speeches….You need to give US a little rest!!
I would like to thank Mom and Dad, and __________________ and ______________ (name all others who organized this party) for coordinating such an excellent celebration.  What a great party!  I am so proud of all of you too!!

And Grandma, I want you to know how much we all love you.  (say this mock-secretive) And I’m not just saying that because we know about your MJ Petty Cash….(wait for the laugh). As I said before, we love your spirit, we love your unending joy for life, family, friends and Mah Jongg.  We love that we all have a part of you with us, and that gives us hope that someday, if we are very lucky and work as hard as you have taught us, and love life as much as YOU do, that we too, will all be honored by our future generations at OUR 100th birthday celebrations!!!

Let us all raise a glass and toast Grandma.  Here’s to a happy, healthy, timeless celebration of life!  HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY!!!  We all love you very much!
