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SERVICE ABOVE SELF:

THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ROTARY ORGANIZATION

Hello everyone, and thank you for being here today, and for expressing your curiosity about the Rotary Organization.  We all know that it’s much easier to sit back and “let someone else do it,” but eventually our collective conscience gets to us and we realize, “if I don’t do it, who will?”  …And so my friends, Rotary was born, and we are here to offer everyone a place to come to and provide service.  Our motto is “Service Above Self,” and each and every one of my fellow Rotarians has a deep sense of the acknowledgement and fulfillment felt through service to others.

This organization has been a vital and viable influence in small towns, neighborhoods and big cities throughout the world for almost 100 years, and it’s a privilege for me to be able to share my thoughts of why it is so essential to be a part of a context where we can give selflessly and in return reap unimaginable rewards.

The basic fundamental principle of Rotary is the 4-way test.  Now that might sound a little tough if you don’t know what it is, but the best part of being associated with Rotary, is that one gets into the habit of applying the 4-way test to all phases of life.  In any situation, those of us who are wise, or curious, and of course ethical, would naturally ask ourselves these questions as an “acid test’ to see if something is worthwhile.  I know you’re curious to review those 4 questions, so here they are:

1. Is it the Truth?

a. By now, you all know what it means to “trust your gut,” to believe in yourself and others.  When faced with an opportunity to serve, the first question to ask yourself is, Is it the TRUTH?

2. Is it Fair to All Concerned?

a. The 2nd point to ponder is, is it fair to all concerned?  Will someone be hurt, left out or marginalized by the action?  If the answer is yes, then how can the situation be handled so that all concerned are treated equally?

3. Will it Build Goodwill and Better Friendships?
a. There are those of us, and thankfully, the numbers grow more every day, who want to make a positive impact on this world, or if that seems too overwhelming, they want to make a positive impact in THEIR world.  One never knows the blessings waiting for those who put themselves aside for the good of others.  When people are united in a common cause, it Is only natural that bonds of friendship are formed and strengthened-as long as all who participate operate with honesty, integrity, and can pass the 4-way test!

4. Will it be Beneficial to All Concerned?

a. We’ve all heard the phrases………..”a chain is a strong as its weakest link,” “if you don’t win, I don’t win.” “A friend in need is a friend indeed.”  What an opportunity for everyone to win!  With ingenuity, Integrity and Intelligence, ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE!

I want to tell you a little story, and maybe by hearing this, you will see how these 4 questions are applied, and can be applied to any ordinary situation.  I have a friend who lives on the west coast.  I am sure we all notice that the homeless situation is as dire as ever.  Well, there’s a particular deli that my friend goes to as a ‘treat” for herself, and just about every time she goes, there is a homeless man sitting on a crate outside, just “watching the wheels go round” as John Lennon would have said.  He clearly has nothing.  And every time my friend gets something for herself, she asks him what he wants.  It’s never much.  Maybe a pastry, always a little water.  And my friend complies.  For a couple of dollars, she feeds herself and gives to someone, gets a deep sense of gratitude for being able to feed someone, no matter what she does or does not have at the time, and then basks in the warmth of his incredibly infectious and genuine smile.  Talk about a win-win situation!
Sometimes the most basic and most valuable of life’s lessons are the hardest to see and grasp because they are really so obvious and apparent.  The 4-way test is an example of that.  These 4 questions should be the basic fundamental operating principle of all of our lives, applied to every situation, and for many of us, they are.  The beauty of being involved with Rotary, is that this organization provides a place, or a context whereby integrity, plain and simple and as beautiful as it is, is the star of the show, and everyone Is encouraged to have their integrity shine while participating in countless worthwhile causes.

For the past few thousand years, since man has had the ability to record history, fables and folk tales, every generation has shared its parables and legends about selflessness, service and integrity. We can all think of epic tales of heroism, and small stories of overwhelming generosity.  I also know that each one of you can think of someone who is in your life who inspires you.  That person, through his or her own random act of kindness, has made the world a better place.  And I will just bet that whether you know it or not, YOUR acts of kindness have inspired people more than you know.  Rotary is the perfect place to express your desire to make a difference in the world.  I encourage each one of you to join us and let’s see the difference we can all make!

Remember it was Mahatma Ghandi who said, “Be the change you want to see in the world.”  All of us at Rotary are here, and we’re ready to serve with YOU!  Welcome and Thank You!
