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MASLOW’S HIERARCHY

SAFETY: THREAT AND RESPONSE

The 2nd tier of Maslow’s Hierarchy is identified as Safety:  security of body, of employment, of resources, of morality, of the family, of health, of property.  To me, the biggest threat to our individual safety and security in today’s society is laziness.

We are here today, and most of us got here via nice homes and caring parents who spoil us.  Everything is done for us and in turn, we expect more.  We love our parents and guardians, but as I grow older and realize that kind of contribution is great, it doesn’t fully support me to realize my own personal goals with regard to the 2nd priority on Maslow’s Hierarchy.

We’ve all heard stories about the “good old days.”  Grandma had to work her fingers to the bone; others scrimped and saved so we could have more.  My contemporaries and I have gone soft.  Can we support ourselves?  Do we possess the ingenuity to find our way crises? Have we learned to be “street smart?” Or does Mom and Dad do it ALL for us?  Now is the time to be inspired, especially in this economic climate, to learn to fend for ourselves, turn the tables, and offer to assist our parents instead of asking for more.

I propose organizing a support group of my peers where we can meet and form tangible plans to learn skills and find resources to reinforce our collective sense of security regarding self, body, safety, employment and resourcefulness.  We can begin an “intern network” and offer our services to local businesses, encourage programs to support youth in our houses of worship, approach local banks and ask officers to lead seminars on “Teens and the Value of Money.”  

Remember-KNOWLEDGE IS POWER.  LEARN BY DOING.  YOU ARE THE FUTURE.

