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BEST MAN SPEECH FOR JOHN GORTAT
Good evening ladies and gentlemen!  It's so great to see everyone here on this joyous occasion...you all clean up real nice!! It's particularly great to see all of you who have travelled from far and wide, whether from out of state or out of the country...you really make this day even more special for Matt and Sarah!   I especially want to acknowledge how absolutely smashing all of the bride's attendants look in their lovely gowns, but of course, the most beautiful lady in the room is our bride, Sarah....love can do that to a girl, eh?  And all you single gentlemen out there, I am sure you'll agree with me that today is indeed a sad one, as another beauty leaves the "available" list... Ladies, on the other hand, I'm sure YOU'LL all agree that today is passing by without much of a ripple for YOUR side of that list!!  (wait for the laugh)
Matt, all jokes aside, as I stand before all of your family, friends, WIFE, and guests, I want to acknowledge you and thank you for giving me this honor. Of course you realize that with this, you have at last finally admitted after all these years that I truly am THE BEST MAN!!  I thought it might be difficult to stand up here, before all these witnesses, and attempt to make a fool out of my older brother after all I have had to put up with from him as we were growing up, but you all know what they say...."Blood is thicker than water...and Matt is thicker than both!!!  (Wait for the laughter). ....now, now, I kid, I kid....but really...Matt has a tremendous appetite for everything...life, love, food....how many of you realize that my brother Matt is capable of INHALING 2 Subway footlongs and STILL be hungry??  I know there's a joke about having his foot in his mouth somewhere along here, but I'll let him slide....just a little, because today is his Special Day!! (Say this seriously)..Matt, if I were REALLY determined to embarrass you, I'd mention the time you were playing indoor cricket...remember that?  Hmmm, how can I put this delicately?  Yes, you were a really good cricketer, but that one time....you really "took one for the team!!". I bet you might still be able to see stars from THAT one!!  We almost thought the family line might end with that one impact, but you were strong and proved everyone wrong...and Summer is the proof!!!   Matt, you've always been a great older brother, someone I could always look up to, or at least theoretically look up to...if you were standing on a ladder...(make a teeny weeny hand gesture) but maybe only 2 or 3 steps up....(Wait for the laugh)...once again, I kid, I kid...you know I love you and always have. Especially when I would start the new school year.      I remember once, a teacher said to me, "oh, so you're Matt's brother. It will be a pleasure to teach you!". Little did she know what I was thinking at the time...picture the bubble over my head as I thought..."Hmmmm....I don't think you'll be saying that a week from now....". As those of you know, Matt did great in school. Teachers LOVED him-he was the nice, sweet respectful student....I, on the other hand, well, let's just say, I kind of "pushed the boundaries". Matt was great and a tough act to follow!!  

And then Matt met Sarah...they met about 2 years ago in the tiny mining town of Panna...I guess they BOTH hit the "mother lode" that night!!   It was clearly fate that brought them together, because as we all know, when something's meant to be.......so 2 years ago, there was a party in Panna. The room was filled with people, but like a wave that parted, Matt saw only Sarah....ahhhhh....isn't this romantic?  (I TOLD you Matt was the "nice" brother!!). They met and talked, and every night after that, Sarah hoped she would meet Matt again...it wasn’t until later on that Matt confessed he hoped the same...and so the fates conspired and did their work. Of course in Panna, the pickings are quite sparse and Matt was "fresh meat" for all of those "Panna Princesses," but Matt had made his choice, and the rest was history, and all those other Panna princesses had to go mining for new, available fresh meat!  

We all now know, and are thankful, that this was truly a match made in heaven.  They do lots of things together (they're especially great at making babies!!) and they really enjoy each other. Whether they're fishing or hanging out with their babies, _______ and ___________ (not sure if Matt and Sarah have 1 baby or 2-please fill in names), they always demonstrate that love is at the root of their relationship. I even heard that when they were dating, before Sarah came down to Perth, she prepared meals for Matt and wrapped each one with individual love notes so Matt would feel like she was still there with him...does it get cuter than that?  Sarah's love inspired Matt to stage his romantic marriage proposal at Fraser's in King's Park just weeks before she was due to give birth to Summer....imagine Matt's surprise if Sarah got so excited and moved to give birth early, right then and there, for dessert!  What a celebration THAT would have been!  But everything happened as planned, and here we are today, in this beautiful setting, celebrating our favorite couple. 

(Say this part very deadpan and very serious) Matt, Sarah, it's time to get serious....sort of. It is my duty, as best man, to share some words of wisdom with you and your guests. This momentous occasion signifies the beginning of a new life...YOUR official new life together, and I would like you both to heed these words...

• Matt, remember-women like silent men....they think they're listening!
· Sarah, remember that marriage is a relationship in which one person is always right....and the other is the husband

· For both of you, remember the words of a man named Tom Mullen.  He said, “Happy marriages begin when we marry the ones we love, and they blossom when we love the ones we marry.” 
And so, Matt and Sarah, let us all raise our glasses in a toast. As the old Irish Proverb states, “May you both live as long as you want, and NEVER want as long as you live!”
Sarah, welcome to the family, and may this be the first of a long, long line of celebrations with both of you and your beautiful family!  Amen...let's party!!
