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WEDDING SPEECH

FOR 

PETER JARVIS

Good afternoon, and for those who may not know me, I'm Peter, Sarah's father.

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all of you who are here to share this special day, the celebration of marriage between Sarah and Cem.  I know that many of you have travelled a long way to be here today and on behalf of Cem’s parents, Sevim and ____________ (please add name of groom’s father) and Sarah’s mother,  ______________ (please add name of bride’s mother), we sincerely thank you and we’re thrilled that you are all sharing this joyous occasion with us.  It’s really an acknowledgement of how much you love and respect Sarah and Cem…  either that or you just came for the free meal!!!   But, as “they” say, nothing in life is free…. because now you have to listen to me!!!!  (pause and wait for the laugh).

I want to extend a special thank you to the bridal party as well.  Not only do you all look stunning, each one of you were a great help to Sarah in preparation for this wedding, and everything that was done for her and Cem was greatly appreciated.  

I also want to thank our very dear friend, Lee, who did a wonderful job in her duties as Celebrant today, and for all the time and effort that she has given Sarah and Cem to make this such a special occasion. Through every step of the marriage process, Lee demonstrated why she is so special to us, and that was especially evident in the moving ceremony she led today.  Thank you Lee.

Thank you also to the staff here at Peppermint Bay, and especially Krystal for all your help and for the lovely venue and the incredible job you have done.

I have managed to avoid speeches for most of my life but I don't think Sarah would have let me off this one.  I do have to say, however that it is an honour and a privilege to be standing here today……… even though I know the pleasure won’t kick in until this speech part is over.

It’s hard for me to imagine that I would be giving Sarah away to Cem so quickly-it just seems impossible-every father always holds close to his heart the picture that his daughter will be his “little girl” forever, but I must admit that I am the proudest father in the world to have accompanied Sarah in her walk down the aisle today.  I think you all will agree that Sarah looks absolutely stunning, and our bride and groom make a beautiful couple.

I would imagine that this is where some people might think I am supposed to say a few embarrassing things about Sarah when she was younger, but I am not going to do that. Suffice it to say that I have always been very proud of Sarah; how she has grown up into a beautiful young woman, how she looks today, and I am delighted that Sarah has found someone who she obviously loves and cares for so much. 

In Cem I believe that Sarah has met a loving and trusting partner. Although I have not known Cem long, I have seen enough to convince me that Cem is everything one could hope for in a son in law. He demonstrates a real healthy “appetite” for life, his love of martial arts-particularly Kung Fu, and his love for Sarah.  Cem has many good qualities, not least of which is an ability to appreciate the finer things in life…. Well, after all, he did marry Sarah didn't he? 

I am so pleased to have found that Cem is a loving partner to Sarah.  He’s reliable, sensible and considerate with a good set of personal traits and values.  I think Sarah has made an excellent choice and I welcome Cem to our family.

Anyway, Cem and Sarah are both intelligent and intuitive people and do not need my advice, BUT If there were ever any advice I would give, it would be simple.  I would say is that you must choose the right partner for the right reason and I think that they both have done this.
Of course, with marriage comes the blending of families, and now both of our families are joined and extended with this union.  I want to welcome Cem's family; Sevim, Gulcan and Can and now all of our relatives and friends of both families are connected as well!  It was a real blessing that Sarah met Cem, and along with all of his great traits and his love of Sarah, we all have the privilege to learn of the rich heritage of Turkish culture, particularly the customs concerning Turkish wedding tradition.  In the old days, wedding celebrations would last for 40 days and 40 nights, classic folk rituals were performed and in some cases, particularly with the Rumelian Turks, news of a marriage was spread with the rhythmic beating of the drums.  Guests performed folk dances, elders prepared lists of items to be presented to the happy couple, and somewhere in the middle of all of the celebration, it was customary for the groom to present something special to the bride’s father….a cow.  (turn to Cem and say, in a very animated way) Cem, I promise to love you like a son, but if you surprise me right now with a cow, I promise you, I WILL HAVE ONE!!  (wait for the laugh)…No, REALLY!!!  Giving a speech is challenging enough for me!!
The great thing about marriage is that it literally brings people together.  As we all become connected, the world doesn’t seem quite as big as it once was, As I said earlier, I know that many of you have travelled long distances to be here today, and I would like to thank each one of you for coming and sharing this celebration and this very memorable day. I hope this is as special for you as it was for us to be able to share it with you and that you all have a wonderful time. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I'd like to thank all of you for being here today, especially those of you who knew that I'd be saying a few words - it’s very touching that you still decided to come. ….(wait for the laugh)
After that remark, I had better finish, but before I go (you can say, “actually, I’m kind of getting used to being up here!!” …if you’re “on a roll” and they’re laughing), I would like to offer one or two final bits of fatherly thoughts:
· (face the couple and say) Sarah, Cem, Marriage is the meeting of two minds, of two hearts and of two souls. It is clear that you two are a perfect example of this.  May you be blessed with happiness that grows and with love that lasts, and may you live a beautiful, loving and peaceful life together.

· I wish you enjoyment for today, the fulfillment of all your hopes and dreams for tomorrow and love and happiness always.
It is now my pleasure to propose a toast to the happy couple. Please be upstanding and raise your glasses to the bride and groom, Mr. & Mrs. Aktag.
To Sarah and Cem, it has been said that when children find true love, parents find true joy. Here's to your joy and ours, from this day forward.  Congratulations, and may your happiness only multiply forever!

We love you!
