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DECA STATE PRESIDENT SPEECH FOR

KSENIA KULIK

Hi Everyone!  It’s great to see all of you here, and I would like to say a special hello to ________________________ (the head of the organization), ___________________ (the principal of your high school or other important member of the faculty) and of course ________________  (your marketing teacher/mentor).  Here we are again at the DECA Annual Conference, and here I am again, standing before you, as YOUR candidate for NC DECA State President.  Some people may wonder why I’m running for office yet again in this great organization, and I have to admit, sometimes I wonder myself what I am doing and where my drive comes from!!  After all, these are my “formative teenage years!!  But I know why I’m here, and I’ll let you in on a little secret:  What DECA offers is not another “thing” that distracts from the fun in our lives, it IS the fun in our lives!  It all depends on how you look at it, and that’s what DECA and effective marketing is all about.  What I am learning from my participation in this organization is that I am developing skills that I know will serve me throughout my life, and I am only too happy to share my experience and lessons with all of you.  As NC DECA State President, I would have an even more expanded opportunity to serve, teach and most of all LEARN!!  A wise man once said, “We are placed on this earth to learn.”  Everything we do is in the pursuit of knowledge and experience…sorry! It doesn’t end when we leave here and then graduate from college-in fact the learning just BEGINS when we graduate.  Think about it-when aren’t you learning?  And when are you NOT practicing marketing skills?  Whether you’re meeting new people, asking your parents for something, or discussing grades with your teachers, it’s ALL marketing and learning about marketing!  We all hear talk in the media about “branding” and building a brand.  Guess what?  Each one of us is our own brand.  Think about this-every time you update your status on facebook, or post a new song you like on myspace, you are defining your brand and marketing yourself without even realizing it.  Imagine if you actually had solid marketing tools to aid you in the process?  Well …That’s what I love about DECA-and it would be an honor and a privilege for me to represent all of you as state President, and I promise to learn and share and build each of our respective and collective brands to be the best in the state!

“Ya Gotta Have a Gimmick!”  That was the title of a song in the very famous Broadway play called “Gypsy”.  (this next part may be a bit much-but it will be an eye opener! If it’s too “racy” take it out) Okay-so here’s a little bit of the back story-for those of you who may not know-the play “Gypsy” is the life story of Gypsy Rose Lee, one of the first great and famous “exotic dancers”…have I gotten your attention?  What that song meant was simply, “you have to know how to be successful at marketing-and I don’t mean in the grocery store!! When I think of DECA and marketing and why my participation is so important, I realize THIS IS THE PLACE where I learn about marketing-the importance of knowing how to promote positively, and THAT, my fellow students, mentors and educators. Is the KEY TO SUCCESS!  Whether you realize it or not, marketing, sales and promotion is the backbone of almost all facets of our lives….

· Wanna get on the football team?  Skills are important, but you have to know how to get people interested in the skills you have

· Wanna meet that really hot guy or girl who catches your eye?  Marketing my friends!

· Wanna be State President of DECA?  Guess what?  Marketing!...Oh wait…that one’s for ME!!
All that I have learned so far through DECA just makes me want to continue to learn more and more.  Through my participation, I realize the unique opportunity I have to serve and learn at the same time. The more I do, the more I WANT to do! And the real truth of the matter is that through service, I begin to learn about myself and what I have to offer, and I want to say that I am no different than any one of you.  Each and every one of you, and I am speaking to my fellow students now, is a very special person.  If we all could really learn how to market ourselves, our skills and our interests, we could really shake up this town and this state!  No matter how much we may try to avoid it, the future is in OUR hands, so we may as well jump on in and learn how to make the most of it as soon as we can!
For those of you who know me, you know that I’m kind of a “geek.”  I love hard work, I push myself to excel, and I never shy away from a challenge, whether it has to do with academics (I’m in 4 AP classes), sports (Let’s hear it for the Bowling team!!!  Woooo Hoooo!!),  or civic responsibility (I am an officer in the Local Youth Red Cross), and of course, I have been involved in DECA for several years.  And because the marketing process is so interesting, I choose to serve in this very worthwhile organization, and for the next year it would be a privilege to serve as NC State DECA President.

The marketing genius Phil Kotler said “Marketing takes a day to learn.  Unfortunately, it takes a lifetime to master.”  Well, I don’t think it’s unfortunate at all.  I think I would love to spend my life learning about all of the aspects of this fascinating topic, and so I urge all of you to vote for me, Ksenia Kulik, for NC State President of DECA!!

Thank you all so much!
