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MSDI 23RD ANNIVERSARY

AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

JEAN PAJE
Good evening everyone!  It’s always great to be with all of you and to have an evening of celebration, acknowledgement and reaffirmation. I am thrilled and excited to be here for so many reasons, and judging by the electricity I can feel in the atmosphere, so are all of you!  Once a year, we take a break, look back and reflect upon the year just past, acknowledge our progress and challenges, and turn our sights to setting and attaining new goals for our collective future.  Of course it’s exciting in here!  I want to extend a special warm welcome to all of the members here tonight and I am particularly honored to be in the presence of so many honored guests who are also here.  Many of you learn about the activities of this organization through the friends who have invited you here tonight.  How wonderful that you can be here and partake of the fun and excitement with us!  It’s also a great opportunity for any of you to learn about the worthwhile projects we Marcelineans dedicate ourselves to, and maybe, who knows?  Perhaps next year, you’ll be here with us again, sharing your experiences as a member.  I want all of you to know, we are like a big family, and it gives us pride to grow and connect with new friends.  We’re always here if you ever want to join us…. 

I would also like to take a moment to thank some of you for doing such an outstanding job of organizing and coordinating this wonderful event.  (name some of the people responsible).  Tonight would not have been as special without the creativity and dedication of:

· _______________________ who coordinated__________________________

· ___________________________, thanks so much for sharing your expertise in ________________________________

· and of course, ___________________________, we all know none of this would not have been possible without_____________________________.(add more as needed).
Every moment in time can signify completion and the start of a new phase of life.  Tonight we acknowledge that I have completed my first term as President of the Marcelineans of San Diego.  Ordinarily I would be very sad, and rightly so, but I have been blessed with your support and a true vote of confidence, and so I say thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for demonstrating your faith in me and voting for me to be your President for a second term. 

Conrad Hilton once said, “The practice of charity will bind us.. will bind all men in one great brotherhood.”

MSDI is a great opportunity for us to gather as friends and convene on a social level, but I am sure we will all acknowledge that there are other deep connections we have, particularly with those in our community.  We Marcelineans acknowledge our blessings and gifts in this world and as such, it is a natural extension of who we are to give back to that community.  I heard an inspiring quote from Buddha.  It states, “Teach this simple truth to all:  A generous heart, kind speech, and a life of service and compassion are the things which renew humanity.”  MSDI is our forum to give back to our community and I am proud to say that for my first term, our record of growth and service has been quite inspiring, especially in these trying economic times.  Marcelineans have shown their dedication and generosity repeatedly, and this level of commitment touches and continues to inspire me.  Let’s take a look at the highlights for the past 2 years:

· Membership has grown immensely (give them a statistic). When I took office, we had __________________ members and today there are____________________ in this proud organization.  It is my goal to increase our organization to __________ members by 2012, and I believe we can do it!

· We endeavored to support many worthwhile community causes, among them:

· The Oral Health Project (mention a highlight) where we ____________________

· The Sandal Campaign-thanks to your effective outreach and devotion, there are now children who can comfortably walk to school because we’ve been able to provide shoes for _____________ kids who otherwise had none.

· The Scholarship Program-here is where we support students in our local San Diego community as well as the underprivileged in our hometown.  Everyone, no matter where they are, is entitled to a decent education, and we’re here to do whatever we can to support future generations.

Our past has been rich and full of goals.  This organization is here to support each and every one of us to achieve in our personal and charitable lives.  Our goals for the next 2 years will continue to honor our mission-we will continue to plan new programs and maintain support for the ones already in place.  We are working on a new calendar of events and we have some exciting new plans which will be announced very soon.  

Excitement and congregation are all the fun parts of being a Marcelinean, but we must always maintain the values of this organization-

· GIVING

· FRIENDSHIP

· COMMUNITY

I want to thank all of you who have made this past term so fulfilling. For some of you, your service as an officer this year has given you a new perspective, and we’re all richer for your contribution.  I want to extend special thanks to (state their names and office) ______________________, _____________________, _________________________.  

For our new officers (state their names and office) , ____________________, ___________________, _____________________ I want to welcome you with open arms and thank you in advance for all of the hard work you will do to make MSDI even greater!  Everyone in this room is an essential part of this great team and together we can really make a difference in the world.  Our slogan for the coming years is 

“From San Marcelino to San Diego and beyond!!!”  

Thank you all!
