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CELEBRATION SPEECH

FOR RAJESH SHAH

Hello everyone!  What a day it is today!  So many celebrations, so much happiness to share, and most important of all, we are here together, as ONE UNIT. One family extended to include dear and trusted friends. Several generations of the Shah family are represented here today and I cannot help but be so moved to have each of you in my life and here with us today. It seems that in our daily lives we spend so much time working to survive, to deal with work, family crises, school, situations in the world, but today we have all cleared our schedules, put everything else aside, and we are going to celebrate.  We will celebrate the obvious milestones, which are many, and each one is a blessing in and of itself, but we also have a chance to really celebrate EACH OTHER. I am so blessed to have my family, extended family and devoted friends, and I cannot think of any place I would rather be.  I look at each one of you and I realize all over again, that I am the richest man in the world, because this-having all of you in my life and being able to share this day with you, is what really counts in life.

As I said, today we have so much to celebrate.  

· We celebrate the 18th birthday of our wonderful son, Ronak

· We celebrate the 21st birthday of our sweet and special daughter, Vaishali

· We celebrate the milestone birthday of my beautiful wife Sarita,

· (say this with some exaggeration and wait for the laugh) And in case all of this celebration isn’t enough for some of you, we also celebrate the 25th anniversary of the other best day of my life-the day Sarita and I got married!

· And to top it all off, we also celebrate MY 50th birthday!  

I simply cannot imagine that there might even be a gift half as sweet as being here to celebrate all of these wonderful occasions at one time and together!   

I also cannot imagine having such a multi-level celebration without acknowledging some very important people.  I would not be here…no REALLY!! without the love, support and devotion of my wonderful parents, _______________________ and _____________________(face your parents and say) Mom, Dad (or whatever you are most comfortable calling them), this day is so special and it is one of the highlights of my life that we can share all of this with you.  Not only do you get to experience MY 50th birthday, Sarita’s 50th birthday and our 25th wedding anniversary, but we are all blessed to have you here and able to enjoy your grandson’s 18th and your granddaughter’s 21st birthdays as well.  Thanks to you I was raised in a loving home and did my best to honor you by learning the valuable lessons you continue to teach me all through my life.  If my children have one tenth of the love and appreciation for me that I have for each of you, I would consider myself a very rich and blessed man.  Thank you for all of the lessons you’ve taught me….and the ones I managed to learn!  Thank you for teaching me to be an honorable, respectful and appreciative person.  I know that you know how much I love you, and on occasions like this one, I am proud to let the other people closest to me know it as well.

To my brothers, _________________, _________________  and _______________ (I do not know how many brothers you have.  Please name all of them), I thank you for being here and for being with me throughout my life.  Someone once said this about siblings, “To the outside world we all grow old.  But not to brothers and sisters.  We know each other as we always were.  We know each other's hearts.  We share private family jokes.  We remember family feuds and secrets, family griefs and joys.  We live outside the touch of time.”  In a way, we all share our soul and the heart of our family.  Thank you all for being there for me, and for my family.  You all know I am there for yours.

To my mother-in-law, ________________and my brothers-in-law ______________ and _________________and sisters in law, ________________ and __________________, thank you for the beautiful gift of Sarita.  We have now known each other for ½ our lives.  Sarita and I met ½ a lifetime ago, married, and had our own family.  I have always been so thankful that Sarita had such a wonderful family. It was an honor to marry into it, and it is an honor to be a part of it.  Thank you all for your love and respect.  My world is a much fuller place with all of you in it.

The best thing about a family like ours is that there are a lot of us!  And on occasions like this, I want to acknowledge all of you.  Throughout my childhood and adolescence, if ever there were extensions of my parents to watch over me, all of my aunts and uncles were always there to guide me as well as my brothers.  (name the aunts and uncles) .  ___________________, _______________, ___________________, ________________, _______________.  Thank you for being MY family and for guiding me as you did your own children.  Whether we had occasion to laugh or cry, each one of you stood by and gave us the love and support whether we asked for it or not.  It is a tremendous comfort to know so many wonderful people are there for me and my family-cheering us on or propping us up as needed.  Whether it’s a shoulder to lean on or a good strong guiding hand, you are there for each member of this family.  There are many famous quotes by people more expressive than I am, about the importance of family.  A man named George Moore said,  “A man travels the world over in search of what he needs, and returns home to find it.”   I know my home and the home of my family, is where you are.  Bishop Desmond Tutu said, “You don't choose your family. They are God's gift to you, as you are to them.”  I thank you all for the gift of YOU. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge and thank my “super” cousins as well.  ______________________, ________________________, ___________________, you were and are really my brothers and sisters.  You fill up my world, make me laugh, stimulate my mind and argue with me like true brothers (and sisters) would!  Bring it on and thanks for the excitement!

We have also been blessed with the love and treasured friendship of several very special people.  My life would not be the same without each of these people in our lives and each time I am with each one, whether it is to have a simple cup of tea or to strategize conquering the world, I leave as a better person.  Some I have known my entire life-they “knew me when” and believe me, they have some interesting stories to tell! And some I have met fairly recently, but they all have something in common.  They have all taught me the value of true friendship,  (turn to each one and say), 

· ______________________, we have been friends for _________ years.  You’ve laughed with me and cried with me, but most of all, you have borne witness to my life and have always offered your wisdom and humor.  Thank you for all of it!

· _____________________, thank you for your friendship. (tell one thing that makes your friendship special).  i am blessed to share a great friendship with you and may we remain such good and close friends for a long, long time.

· (name a few other very important friends and give  a one sentence explanation of why he or she is such a valuable friend) ___________________, ______________________, ___________________

There are 2 other special people who I really want to acknowledge.  One very special person is Ramesh _____________.  Ramesh has been working for me for the past 18 years.  He has been my “Lieutenant” in business and I owe much of my success to his devotion, wisdom and support.  (turn to him and say),  Ramesh, whether you know it or not, every day I give thanks to have the privilege of having someone as dedicated as you in my life.  No matter what I need, you are there.  You know how much I rely on you, and it is a great relief, in spite of the stresses that naturally come from work, that I have someone like you to lighten the load.  Thank you for all that you have done for my family and me.  Please accept this small token of appreciation from us.

The other person to whom I would like to show my sincere gratitude is IC Patel.  IC, although it has been just 5 years that we know each other, you have guided me and provided much needed moral support not only to me, but to my family as well.  I think you know how much we all appreciate your friendship and we want you to have this as a token of our gratitude.
As we were preparing for this multiple celebration, I began to wonder about the history and origins of birthday celebrations and so I attempted to find out what the origin of this type of celebration was about.  It seems that hundreds of years ago, in Europe, it was believed that evil spirits might be attracted to people having a birthday, so the remedy was to…..PARTY!!   With a crowd gathered and celebrating, superstition told people that those evil spirits would be scared away by the crowds.  Well, I don’t know about you, but I don’t see any evil spirits HERE, so I guess those ancient skeptics did their jobs and did away with those evil spirits, and now all we are left with is a joyous celebration of life.  And isn’t THAT a good thing!

When I checked to learn a little about the history of the celebration of wedding anniversaries, I learned this too, began in medieval times in Germany.  Back then, only milestone anniversaries-the 25th and the 50th were celebrated, and it is believed the reason for making the celebration was to relieve the stress of daily life.  I suppose if someone has a good idea and it becomes a beloved tradition, well, then, I’ll participate too!   When one thinks about the historic origins, it makes perfect sense and since the tradition has endured for hundreds and hundreds of years, why change now??  Let’s ward off the evil spirits, take a break from our daily routine and celebrate with this loving and devoted crowd…MY crowd!

And if you will all indulge me for a few more minutes, I would like to say a few words to each of our STARS tonight, my beautiful family.

Someone once said, “Good fathers make good sons.”  Actually, I would like to propose the opposite as well.  Good sons make good fathers! (turn to Ronak and say) I have always been proud to be your father, and by having such a wonderful son, as I said, you made my “job” easy.  The day you were born was very emotional.  We were blessed with a son. We’ve watched you grow in so many ways and the journey hasn’t always been smooth, but it has been interesting!!  (name 2 or 3 incidents that stand out in your mind to show what kind of a boy Ronak was while growing up).  I remember when you were ___________ years old and you ___________________.  Or how about the time you ____________________________________.  Now THAT was exciting!
 Ronak, today we celebrate your 18th birthday.  In many cultures, this significant day symbolizes the transition from boy to man.  There are many stages in a person’s life and today you experience one of the big ones as you leave an age of “innocence” and enter the age of “experience.”  Life teaches us countless valuable lessons and you are at the age when you can really begin to appreciate the value of them and of living a life of intelligence, integrity and responsibility.  Happy Happy Birthday, my son!

(turn to Vaishali and say) Vaishali, you are my heart.  Today we celebrate your 21st birthday.  The English essayist Joseph Addison said, “Certain is that there is no kind of affection so purely angelic as of a father to a daughter.  In love to our wives there is desire; to our sons there is ambition; but to our daughters there is something which there are no words to express.”   Those words ring very true to my head and my heart.  Throughout your entire life, whether you know it or not, you have been our teacher.  You have taught us how wonderful it is to have a daughter.  You have taught us to love unconditionally and with purity of the soul.  Every accomplishment you achieve makes all of us so proud.  (give one or 2 examples of what makes Vaishali so special).  I can remember the time when ________________________________________, and I was so proud of you when ________________________________________.  Happy birthday to my wonderful daughter!

And now for the woman who makes it all possible….(turn to Sarita and say), Sarita, here we are.  25 years later.  You are still as beautiful as you were the day we met.  And here we are celebrating our birthdays and our anniversary together again, as we have done for half our lives.  And this year we celebrate our precious silver anniversary.  Thank you for your love and support.  Thank you for giving me a beautiful home that I love to return to at night after a long hard day.  Thank you for our 2 wonderful children.  We have had an uphill climb in many respects, but we have built a family and a trust and I am proud to have you by my side and to call you my wife.  Alone we were 2 people.  Together we have created our world and I love it and I love you.

I would like to propose a toast.  Will everyone please raise a glass:

Here’s to the birthdays and anniversaries past

Here’s to those we’ll share to come

Here’s to everyone here who makes our family complete

And may we all reunite every year to celebrate each other and life for the next 100 years!  Amen!

