PAGE  
1

AWARD ACCEPTANCE SPEECH

FOR 

RICHARD PICOLLI

Hello everyone.  It is really great to be here.  To be invited to such an elegant and prestigious event is an honor enough.  When I look around the room and see not only the faces of my friends, family and colleagues, but also such distinguished and accomplished Italian-Americans like  (name some of the distinguished guests and why they are noteworthy)  Mr. _____________________, our ____________________,  Ms __________________, who of course _________________, and I am particularly honored to be in the same room as ________________, who _________________, it’s an honor in and of itself. To be presented with the “Tomorrow’s Star” Award is beyond my wildest dreams and I am humbled to have been considered, let alone selected for this award!  I would also like to acknowledge our hosts for the evening, la nuova amministrazione della nostra Associazione per il 2010.  To Signora Lia, Signore Picciochhi, and to all of the officers of this grand organization, both past and present, da mi cuore (please check phrase from my heart), I want to sincerely express “grazie mille.”

IERI, OGGI, DOMANI.  That just about sums up life in three words, doesn’t it?  The phrase that inspired this great organization says it all.  We are here because of the hard work, dedication and legacy left to us by those who preceded us, We work and strive today to enrich the firmament and feed our roots so that our children and their children will not only have the most abundant opportunities when their time comes to make their way in the world, but so they can continue to honor the incredibly rich Italian American tradition they have been blessed to inherit.

IERI…When we hear that word, touching scenes from the “old country” immediately come to mind.  Each one of us has deep connections to our roots firmly planted in that rich Italian soil.  From strolling down la strada in any town to a good game of bocci in Bologna, every story told to me I have makes me and every memory makes me proud to be an Italian American.  I don’t even know where to begin to convey how blessed I am to share the DNA of the ancient Romans, the Renaissance masters, the artistic icons and the everyday workers who literally all built civilization as we know it.  From the birth of politics to creation of scientific wonders to unparalleled accomplishment of some of the most talented and creative individuals the world has ever seen, I am proud to do what I can to continue the Italian American tradition.

OGGI…and here we are today.  Yes, I am a young Italian American entrepreneur.  I am a ________________________ and (Tell al little bit about what you have accomplished to have been given the honor of receiving this award) ___________________________________________.   I have believed all of my life that hard work reaps great rewards, whether in life, school, sports or my career.  I accept responsibility for my actions.  I honor my heritage.  My goal in this life is to not only do “well,” but to do good.  I always try to demonstrate respect for those I deal with on a professional and personal basis, while honoring my heritage.

DOMANI… There was a very well known Perry Como song-although some may argue that Connie Francis did it better…. that had the lyric, “Let’s forget about ‘domani’ ‘for ‘domani’ never comes.”  Well, “domani” may seem to never come, or it may be here right now to some.  From this perspective, we would not be here if our fathers and mothers and grandparents didn’t think about and act on a better “domani” for their children and their children’s children.  We plant seeds now in order to reap crops in the future.  It is simple human nature to constantly contribute to the cycle of life and that includes consideration and planning for the future.  I have been named “Tomorrow’s Star” for this year’s awards, and though we are here today, my mind never stops planning, imagining, and forming the agenda that will carry us forward to tomorrow.  I model my plan on the visionaries who preceded me (name 2 or 3 people who inspire you to do what you do).  ____________________ taught me to __________________, I admire the success of __________________ and try to emulate his actions, and of course __________________ has always inspired me to _________________.  As I learn, I do my best to teach those around me. (Name 2 promising young people who you mentor) ____________ is now _______ years old.  He/she has demonstrated skills that show me what the future will look like.  _____________ is a real “pistol” as well!  At just __________years old, he/she was ___________________.  The future is bright indeed!
There are some more people I would like to acknowledge tonight.  I have incredible parents, _____________ and ______________ Picolli. (if they are present, turn to them and say), Mom, Dad, I wan to thank you for your unwavering love and support and  for all you have done for me throughout my life. Thank you for the character and ethics you have given me.  Thanks for the humor and the love of family I learned from you.   I may not have always been the easiest son to raise, but I hope I have made you proud of me.  All the good that I have done and will do is in your honor.  I love you both. 

(If you are married and your wife is present say) To my beautiful wife, _____________, thank you for always being there for me, for all of your love and support, for providing a constant mirror for me to check myself and make sure that what I am doing serves those around me.  You are my life partner and I am blessed that you are my wife,  (If you have children, mention them as well).  To my grandparents and family both here and in Italy, whether you know it or not, whether you can hear me right now or not, I am YOU. I hope I have made you all proud to be a part of me.  To my friends and colleagues, there is an expression that goes, “I am part of all that I have met.” Thank you also for honoring me with your friendship.  

I would also like to acknowledge the others receiving awards tonight.  To ________________,  congratulations on your achievements.  You are a true inspiration and it is an honor to share this evening with you.  To the family of _____________ who is accepting the award posthumously for ___________________, his/her legacy lives on through all of you and the accomplishments achieved throughout his/her rich life.  

In closing, I would like to share some words from Pope John XXIII.  He said, “Consult not your fears but your hopes and your dreams. Think not about your frustrations, but about your unfulfilled potential. Concern yourself not with what you tried and failed in, but with what it is still possible for you to do.”  I try to live by those words and to always honor my Italian American heritage.

I thank you all once again, from the bottom of my heart, and I look forward to continuing my work and making you all proud of my future accomplishments.  Let us raise a glass and say, Salute! Cent’anni! (I am not sure which would be the appropriate toast.  Please choose or correct)
