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CONVENTION SPEECH 

FOR

DANIEL DEVEAU

Hello Everyone.  My name is Daniel Deveau and I am here tonight because I am I am running for State Senate in District 35 in the northern part of this great state of Maine.  Cyr Plantation is a small town of 100 people on the Canadian border at New Brunswick. My town is a farm community made famous by our most abundant and recognized crop, which is, of course, potatoes.  I am a “true son” of the Cyr Plantation’s earth.  You see, my family has been in here since 1858.  I am devoted to the land, the legacy and the people of this small but very special community.

Maine was a frontier with opportunities ripe for discovery as Acadian families left their Canadian farms to start new lives in a new land, buttressed by faith, family and a chance at new beginnings by farming this new land.  In Van Buren and Cyr Plantation at the turn of the last century, my people, the French Acadians, could not speak or write English, so we were fortunate to have Irish entrepreneurs like Keegan O’Donald Hammond and Peter Charles Kegan, who was a state legislator and who loved the Acadian French people. He was known affectionately as “the Irish among us. “

I wanted to give you a little taste of what life was like in a simpler time. In or around the turn of the century-as I said, that is 1900 of course, and not 2000, Peter Charles Keegan wanted northern Maine developed, and as a legislator, he brought the railroad to the area. Keegan campaigned hard for the growth.  He wanted investors to start paper mills and lumber mills. He convinced the Maine House and Senate that if there was going to be a “viable” northern Maine, then there should be incentive to help build it.  He was a man of his word and we ended up with a paper mill and dozens of lumber mills.  Industry thrived for many years but times change and today we have lost all of that. Our past legislatures were concerned about families earning a living and working in harmony with local industry. Today, even the smallest communities who deserve representation suffer from neglect.  Remember that we must move forward but it seems as though we have moved backwards.  It is time for a change again-a change where families, indigenous industry, and growth come back to this community.
  Today in 2010 we have had Democratic control of the state for the past 30 plus years.  I believe we must look back and be inspired by the policies of Keegan to encourage industry and families to move back to Maine.  I can no longer sit on the sidelines and watch.  I believe in this community and I believe in the American way.  The American government is, as so nobly stated by Abraham Lincoln in the Gettysburg Address, “…of the people, by the people and for the people.”   I am one of those people who honor my heritage and my community, and I believe in supporting my constituents.

Life is cyclical, as is politics.  As crops are sown and grown, they get harvested and used and the seeds re-sown.  The time is now to re-sow the seeds of political change in District 35.  The community is socially and fiscally conservative, but they are honest and hardworking citizens who are worthy of catalytic representation. We must move forward in a way that supports positive growth in this community.  There is no time like the present to take the honest and cherished heritage that made us who we are and preserve and adapt the best of us to evolve into the next generations of Acadians to flourish in this beautiful community.  With your support, I want to bring focus and constructive change to the people of Cyr Plantation and the entire District 35.  We are not a small town of 100 people…We are a growth opportunity to show other communities throughout the nation how to meld traditions with steadfastness to create and support a surge of new life and interest in the natural resources that are becoming increasingly rare in this techno-obsessed world.  

Not many people can boast a legacy of over 150 years of roots in the same community.  If there is one thing we all should acknowledge the new millennium has taught us, it is to be proud of our heritage and to let people celebrate the uniqueness of each and every one of us.  As State Senator from this district, I will work tirelessly to bring focus to our community and to research and implement programs to honor our rich Acadian history blended with modern movements that focus on the positive, such as programs emphasizing sustainability, conscientiousness, and industries that support our natural resources.

I believe in the inherent good of the people of our fine state of Maine.  I believe in evolving traditions into modern practice, I believe in honoring the past while focusing on and preparing for the future.  I believe in the expression “adapt or die,” and I definitely believe adapting is the way to go for me!  I believe in leading my community into a better way of life and I believe all is possible as the Republican State Senator from this fine District 35.  Nothing would make me more proud than to be able to truly serve my constituents in this capacity and to lead them into a richer, healthier and fulfilling way of life.

Thank you all!

