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We turn on the tap.  We (usually) get running, clean, potable water.  We go outside on a beautiful spring day.  We hear the birds singing and we can smell the flowers as they bloom and burst forth. We hear the carefree sound of children playing in the street.  Occasionally there’s the whisk of traffic in the background.  We go back inside and decide to indulge in what has probably become THE indoor sport of our time, web surfing.  We checkout our Facebook page.  We “Google” for information we need.  We read our favorite newspapers and magazines online.  We have become complacent to think all of this just comes to us as our due.  We think that it’s perfectly natural for water to flow from our kitchen sink, as if it’s literally coming to us.  We take so many things for granted, including the law of the land.  

The United States Constitution is so seamless and omnipresent and we learn of its existence at such an early age, that we take THAT for granted as well.  It is such a beautifully built and breathable matrix that we think it just exists, and always has, but without the will of the people to honor and reinforce its principles, it would just be a beautiful example of nice penmanship on a large piece of parchment.

There was an old joke that used to be told in artistic circles.  It goes something like this:

Q:  How do you carve an elephant?

A:  Take a large block of marble and a chisel and chisel away all that is not the elephant.

I know…it doesn’t seem so funny right now, but I want to make a point.  How does someone know what it feels like to be in a country where its people are NOT protected by the U.S. Constitution?  Go to a different country and see how the people live.  I know someone who has had to make several trips to China for business.  From what she tells me, that country’s government is DEFINITELY not the same as what we have in the U.S.  We may get annoyed at our government officials and we might protest certain conditions, but that’s the point.  In the U.S., we are protected by the 1st Amendment-freedom of speech.  That amendment also safeguards against censorship.  By the way, we have been hearing about Google being banned in China.  Facebook is banned too.  My friend has said that there is a sense that one is always being watched.  Actually, even in small towns, there are booths for the Police to stand and observe the crowds as they pass by on their bicycles and scooters, rushing back and forth, always running, always working.  Do we feel that on our home soil?  

Many of you may not remember the incident that occurred in 1989 in an area of Beijing known as Tiananmen Square.  In brief, there was a gathering of people mourning the death of a Chinese leader who was pro-democracy.  Thousands were believed to have been killed that day.  There is no accurate video documentation.  The whole truth is not known.  The Chinese people are not protected by any laws similar to our First Amendment, which state, “the right of the people peaceably to assemble.”   They also don’t know the entire story.  No one does.  My friend has an expression.  She says, “I don’t know what I don’t know.”  But we, as Americans, can research and learn.  People in other parts of the world are not as fortunate.  They cannot do that.  They take what they are told, and that’s that.  
If we try to do some online research to learn about the “Chinese legal system,” keep in mind what I had said earlier, and that is we would have difficulty discovering a means to search and we wouldn’t find complete answers.  Whereas we as a nation are proud of our Constitutional heritage, such is not the case with citizens of other countries, and as I said earlier, we tend to take all of it for granted.  My point is not to be altruistic about the Constitution, but at the heart of the issue is that I can make that statement.  

The constitution was written, “in order to form a more perfect union,” but alas, we can’t all “bat 1000.”  There is an incident that shows how mutable and breathable the Constitution can be when necessary.  There is actually an amendment that was ratified and then repealed by another amendment.  It’s not one that gets a lot of press-at least not in this day and age, but when the country was embroiled in the “free-for-all” that was known as the “Roaring Twenties.” this was a fairly popular subject.  At the turn of the 20th Century, there was a big movement for temperance.  The movement spawned the 18th Amendment, more commonly known as “Prohibition.”  The 18th Amendment was ratified in 1919 and prohibited the manufacture, sale and transportation of “intoxicating” liquor.  There were exceptions to the rule for religious purposes, and people were allowed to have liquor in their homes, but were not allowed to drink in public.  At the time, the 18th Amendment seemed like a good idea to most people, but sometimes even the best ideas backfire-depending on which side of the fence you lean on. In order to avoid the “long arm of the Temperance Law,” restrictions gave birth to new forms of nightlife, in fact, some people credit Prohibition with paving the way for the “nightclub” life that became so popular during the Era.  Of course, back then they weren’t nightclubs-they were “speakeasies” with “discreet entrances and exits” and this special time also ushered in the era when women were found indulging in this sort of nightlife, which before Prohibition, was not done.  All sorts of would-be liquor salesmen and distributors seemed to have found their “spirituality” (pardon the pun) and began to offer “sacramental wines” as a means of being able to distribute the alcohol legally.  Of course all of this mayhem also gave way to the rampant spreading of organized crime, and it seemed like many millionaires were being made, however the majority were most probably gangsters.  By 1933, the 18th Amendment was repealed with the ratification of the 21st Amendment, which stated very simply,  “The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed.”  By 1933, the Great Depression was hobbling most people and some believe that with the repeal of Prohibition, taxes from the now legal liquor went back to the government, which in turn worked to offset the devastation of the Depression.

The American statesman Henry Clay said, “The Constitution of the United States was made not merely for the generation that then existed, but for posterity-unlimited, undefined, endless, perpetual history.”  For over 223 years, we as American citizens have lived and abided by the laws of that perpetual history.  Every generation has borne it’s own struggles, both unique and universal, and those struggles inspire solutions and new interpretations of the Constitution.  As modern life evolves, so will the US Constitution.  As I said earlier, it is as omnipresent as the air that we breathe, the water we drink, and the sights that we see.  It is every citizen’s duty to honor and respect the principles and laws set forth by the Constitution, and we must always remember how it was created and by whom it was created.  People, just like you and I, created the Constitution.  The only difference was that they acted on their passionate calling to create a new democracy and time has shown us the brilliance of their work and attention to detail, or non-detail as it were.  Because of the patience, meticulousness and restraint of the wording of each portion of the document, it has withstood the test of time and served all Americans, and concurrently, each generation of citizens has honored and worked to morph the document to suit contemporary times.

Life goes on from season to season, from year to year, and generation to generation.  As I said earlier, we take so much for granted in our lives.  We know what our rights and responsibilities are thanks to the Constitution.  Most of us, thank goodness, respect and honor the law of the land.  Some of us have had a glimpse at cultures and societies that are governed by other principles.  Each subsequent generation breeds statesmen who dare to go forth and propose new amendments so that the Constitution continues to bend and shape to the times and the challenges of the people.  Some propositions are more controversial, some are more universally accepted, all are provocative and all are created in the spirit of honoring our forefathers and the brilliant foundation they left as their legacy.  

I thank Henry Clay for stating his thoughts so eloquently.  I’m thankful for the opportunity to continue to learn about my country and its framework, and as I dig deeper, this country’s history becomes more and more vivid.  I am inspired to observe all that is around me and not take it for granted.  I am inspired to take responsibility as a citizen of the United States and to continually deepen my exploration of my rights and my roll in supporting and honoring the law of this great land.  And from what I can tell, I’ve got my work cut out for me!

Thank you!
