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GRADUATION SPEECH FOR 

Vinod Vulupala
It is a great thrill to be here today, as we gather to celebrate graduation, milestones, new chapters in life, and those who supported us along the way to encourage each of us to reach our collective and individual goals. As I said, I know I'm thrilled to be here and I know I speak for my fellow graduates as I express our appreciation and gratitude for all that we've learned and to those who made it all possible. 

To my fellow resident doctors, thank you for sharing the journey with me. Thanks for understanding the challenges we all faced, and thank you for sharing your friendship, your resourcefulness, and of course, some much needed humor along the way. We are all very serious about our professions and our commitment and the impact our skills will have on those with whom we come into contact, but as someone said a long time ago, "Laughter is the best medicine". Thank you for working with me to bring some light and knowledge to the patients we served and will serve.  To family and friends who are sharing this moment with us, thank you for caring and for trying to understand what it has been like to serve in a medical residency and to work long hard hours learning and treating patients who really needed us. To the doctors, administrators and teachers who have devoted their time and considerable knowledge and commitment to making sure we knew the difference between a Band-Aid and a scalpel, thanks! It really came in handy!  I kid! I kid!  (Wait for the laugh). In all actuality, we REALLY would not be here without you!  

Throughout our lives, as we make our way personally and professionally, we meet many people. As many of them come and go, we hold faint memories of how one person or another might have influenced our lives, and on rare occasions, we meet very special individuals whose impact is profound and lasting. When I met _____________, it became quite clear early on that this was a special person.  I would have been honored enough if our only contact had been a meeting or a conversation, or some pearl of professional wisdom shared by him.  To have been fortunate enough to work with this unique person as the Program Director was a real gift.  ___________________ is really very special.  (Tell a little of his history and accomplishments).  _____________ came to this program with an impressive CV.  He had a stellar reputation as _____________ at ______________.  He has been practicing medicine for ________ years and fortunately for us, he has mastered the art of the stern results-oriented taskmaster combined with a “soupcon” of mischief.  His positive and jovial attitude, no matter what the challenge, is magnetic.  The work was hard enough to absorb, but  _____________________ presented the program in such a way that we WANTED to give our all.  He inspires all of us, and I am sure each one of my fellow resident graduates will have indelible moments of “inspiration” etched into his or her brain.  I remember some examples of ___________________’s way with a task or lesson.  (Tell about one instance that illustrates how committed yet jovial the program director is).  To paraphrase the renowned business titan Lee Iacocca, “Any supervisor, (or shall we say Program Director) worth his salt would rather deal with people who attempt too much than with those who try too little.  Apparently ________________ is worth his salt!  None of the residents in this program would ever even DARE to do too little…and that my friends, colleagues and distinguished guests is the GOOD news!!  Under ______________’s tutelage and mentorship, we learned to be pushed to our limits, give more than we thought we ever were capable of, and ultimately, the best lesson learned is that we all have a far greater capacity to learn, give and then give more than we thought we had.  We learned hard work yields positive and rewarding results.  We learned the more we do, the more we CAN do.  We learned how to be dedicated professionals and that is because we were mentored by one of the most dedicated professionals any of us had the honor to work with, and that, of course is _______________.  In short, _____________ inspired us to reach for excellence, and for that we will all be very thankful…..and so will our patients!  (wait for the laugh). 

it is no secret that we’ve all chosen rewarding yet very challenging and stressful careers.  Every day, we literally hold patients’ lives in our hands.  Knowing that we have been mentored by such a consummate and dedicated professional inspires confidence in all of us and I am sure I speak the graduates when I say how eager I am to bring all that I have learned to the next phase of my career.  We look forward to continuing to the next step in our medical lives and even when the challenges present themselves, we’ll recall the dedicated discipline we learned from this fine professional.  Thanks to _____________ I feel well prepped and ready to rock!

Thank you all for sharing this great event with all of us, and thank you _______________ for your caring, your devotion and your belief that each one in your charge has what it takes to be a fine medical professional.

