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Parents, relatives, friends, faculty and staff, we are assembled here to witness the commencement exercises of the John H. Francis Polytechnic High School Graduating Class of 2010 who proudly call themselves THE RISING STARS. 

Padres, familiares, amigos y maestros, estamos aquí reunidos para celebrar la graduacion de la clase de 2010 de los estudiantes de John H. Francis Polytechnic High School que con orgullo se llaman  .

My name is Gerardo Loera and I am the principal of Polytechnic High School.  I would like to extend our personal congratulations to each of you on your academic and personal accomplishments over the past four years.  I would also like to recognized our distinguished guests today: INCLUDE NAMES AND TITLES OF GUESTS
I am very proud to share with you a few of the remarkable accomplishments of our graduating class of 2010.  This is my third graduation speech as principal of Polytechnic High School.  I am proud once again to say that Poly High School graduates are setting the bar higher for succeeding classes, and this past school year is certainly no exception.

Polytechnic High School students continue to increase their college acceptance and attendance rate.  This year I am proud to say that an unprecedented ____ college acceptance letters from 4-year universities were mailed home to our graduating seniors.  The students of Polytechnic High School are demonstrating how hard work, determination and perseverance conclude in positive results.  I am very proud to acknowledge and recognize the students that were accepted to all universities including: INCLUDE COLLEGE NAMES
I am frequently in awe of the generosity of Poly’s student body.  

Under the leadership of Brian Leclair and Kitt Heilbron, our Poly students have raised $170,000 in the past five years for the Spark of Love Annual Toy Drive.  This year alone they raised over $25,000 to buy toys for families in need.

Polytechnic High School students earned the record for the most donated pints of blood in a year for the UCLA Blood Drives with   897 pints donated, which exceeded last year’s record of 815.
Our Poly athletes have also made notable accomplishments:

INCLUDE SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS

However, our graduates could not have achieved these successes without the help of their parents, loved ones, teachers, and staff.  When the ceremony is over, I want you to run over to your parents and loved ones. Hug them and thank them for all the years they supported you on your journey to this day. 

Cuando la ceremonia se termine quiero que ustedes los estudiantes corran a sus  padres y seres queridos. Abrácenlos y den les las gracias por  todos los años de apoyo.       

INCLUDE NAMES AND EXAMPLES OF STUDENTS WHO ARE DEMONSTRATING EXTRAORDINARY LEADERSHIP.

Congratulations to all the students who are graduating today..  
EZSPEECHWRITERS – include the professional 5 minute speech here please.

Each one of you is embarking on a critical and exciting new phase of your lives and as such, new demands will be presented to you.  You have spent the first part of your lives growing into the adults you will become and harvest time is just about here!  I think you are all aware of how life has changed in the past several years while you were growing and learning and building strong foundations, and it is now YOUR turn to inherit the challenges of adulthood. As we know, high school graduation signifies the completion of all of the work you’ve done to insure you have the basic knowledge to be able to succeed as adults.  And now it is up to you to take that knowledge and do your part to have a positive influence on your future.  Each and every one of you graduates has what it takes to be a leader in a world of uncertainty and challenges, and today is the beginning of the next phase-the phase to discover that leader in you-no matter at what level, and to inspire and positively influence those around you.

Think of this graduation as the first “crack in the egg.” You are officially being released into the world of adulthood and you will begin to feel your own personal strength and power as you exercise your ability to make critical choices that will affect you throughout adulthood.  Now is the time to commit to the quality of the rest of your lives, and with that commitment comes responsibility.  Each one of you has a responsibility to yourselves, your families and your contemporaries to live the best possible life for YOU.

The funny thing about life is that the older a person gets and the more he or she learns, the better it is and the more one WANTS to learn.  I know I can say that at my stage in life, and I know you don’t have the same perspective as I do, and I don’t have the same wisdom as my elders who constantly try to teach me, but I WILL tell you, life continuously and consistently presents us with challenges, and the way you choose to rise to each occasion defines your character.

As much as each one of you graduates is relieved that you “made it,” the “fun” is just beginning.  I know you would all probably rather take time off and chill or have fun, and that’s okay for a day or so, but I am here to encourage you all to realize how rewarding it is when you take responsibility for your life, pay attention, and allow your integrity and leadership skills to guide you through life.

I know I speak for the entire faculty and staff when I say how proud we are of your collective and individual achievements throughout your high school careers.  We have witnessed steady improvement and unprecedented accomplishments and you should all be very proud.  NOW is the time to take that momentum to the next stages of your lives-whether you are going to continue your education at college or a trade school or you’re taking your skills directly to the work place, in a way, you will all be starting fresh new lives and experiences, and you will have lots more to learn.  Now that you will be “out in the world,” it’s time to think about that world and how you plan to have a positive impact.

As you find your way, you will realize that there is A LOT of competition in the world…and you thought high school was tough!!  You will begin to see how all of the events that occur in any corner of our planet will have direct and indirect affects on each of your lives.  Although the world is becoming a “smaller” place thanks to technological innovations, it has also become more competitive.  Thanks to technology, we are dealing with more and more globalization-many job opportunities that could have remained here have been outsourced to other parts of the world.  If you go to the doctor and have a test done, most likely a technician in India is reading and interpreting the results while you sleep.  Do you have an issue with a bank?  You’ll probably speak to someone halfway around the world to resolve whatever problems you have.  There are hundreds of millions of people in China-many of them young-it’s really a very young society there, who are working and learning and training for the next phases of their lives.  They are serious, committed and competitive as well.  The economic growth in that part of the world is staggering.  Reports tell us that China’s economic growth was almost 12% last year (while ours was about 3%).  What that means is that while one part of the world is getting stronger, it is up to us to maintain and strengthen our own economy). The good news is that we seem to be coming out of the recession of the past few years, but it is up to future generations-people like YOU, to have the intelligence and common sense to secure America’s future.   At the same time that technology has made aspects of our lives more convenient, it has also presented its own set of challenges and has created new forms of competition.  Competition is healthy, but we all need to be prepared to bring our best game to whatever field we choose.

Remember, America is a great country, but it takes work to maintain what we have achieved, and now it is YOUR turn to contribute your knowledge, integrity and skills to this country’s heritage.  As I said, there is A LOT of competition in this world and it is up to you to be prepared to stake your claim, work for what you want to achieve and inspire those around you.  

YOU are our RISING STARS.  We look to each one of you to work and fulfill your potential.  Your spirit and enthusiasm are inspiring.  I cannot wait to hear about the next chapter for each and every one of you.  There may be some stumbles along the way, but that’s all they will be-temporary situations that you will learn from and be stronger for the experience.  Remember to be true to yourselves, operate with integrity, and never doubt your impact on your world and those around you.  Sometimes it’s hard to be a leader, but in the end, you all will know and see that it’s a great gift to be able to inspire and guide those around you.

And lastly, will the senior class presidents please come forward?  (Graduating Class Stands)

And now by the authority vested in me by the State of California and the Los Angeles Unified School District, I hereby certify the class of 2010 and declare that they have met the requirement set forth for graduation from John H. Francis Polytechnic High School.
Congratulations!!!!
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