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“IF I WERE A JOURNALIST, I’D INVESTIGATE_______”

FOR PHILIP EDAT

Hello everyone.  It is an honor to be able to be here and speak to all of you about something so interesting.  If I were a journalist, what WOULD I investigate?  I considered this for a long time, and when I realized all this thinking took me away from one of my favorite pastimes, I thought I’d combine the two and share my ideas with you!  There’s something that is a very big part of all of our lives.  It’s growing more and more each day and its influence is taking up more of our lives.  It’s being used for friends to communicate with friends and it’s also used on professional levels, although as a kid, it’s purpose is more on a friend level for me.  It’s something that hasn’t been around too long, but long enough that it is a major part of my life and that of my friends.  If I were a journalist, I would investigate the impact of social media on the lives of today’s teens.

Some of my friends might think, “What’s there to investigate?  We log on, check what buddies are online, figure out what we’re doing tonight or tomorrow afternoon, check a homework assignment and see if anyone posted any funny pictures.  We don’t even realize what an important function this has in our lives, so I want to do some investigating.  What was life like before we had Twitter, Facebook, Foursquare, You Tube or Formspring? How are our lives affected today?  What would be different if we didn’t have these programs?  How will our future evolve as social media becomes more and more important in all areas of our lives? 

So let’s ask the questions:

· WHAT WAS LIFE LIKE BEFORE WE HAD ALL THIS INVOLVEMENT WITH SOCIAL MEDIA?  As a young teen journalist, I would go to the people in my community and ask the question, but first I would get a little practice in and ask my parents and grandparents and then I’d ask the professionals I know, like doctors, teachers, lawyers, shopkeepers.  I would ask them how they viewed their ability to communicate with a lot of people personally and professionally before they had the tools and technology we have today.  I would find some older people to interview who would be able to answer questions about if they remember what life was like when telephones became popular, or when television was the most modern thing to learn from. I would go to more isolated areas in the countryside and interview people who had very limited access to modern technology. I would find remote villages in other countries and study how they communicate.

· HOW IS YOUR EVERYDAY LIFE AFFECTED BY SOCIAL MEDIA? Someone once told me that when television first came out, it was said that from watching tv so much, people began to have problems concentrating for long periods of time.  It became known as the “7 minute attention span” because that was the space of time between commercials on an average television show.  When something, ANYTHING becomes an important part of your life, of course it has an affect.  I would interview young people and ask them questions about their everyday involvement with social media.  I would interview young teens from different states, in cities, suburbs and in the country to see how their lives are affected.  I would ask questions like:

· How many social media websites to you actively use each day?

· What purpose does each site serve?

· How many hours a day are you on each site?

· What positive lessons are you learning from your participation?

· Have you found any negative affects of being involved in social media?

· IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT IS THE FUTURE OF SOCIAL NETWORKING MEDIA AND HOW WILL THIS EVOLVE IN THE NEXT 10 YEARS?   I would interview the “brains behind the buzz.”  I would speak to the founders of established websites like Facebook and Foursquare and I would ask them what their thoughts were for the future of this sensation.  Please remember that when Facebook began 5 years ago, it was used as a network for college students.  5 years later, it has 400 MILLION active users!!  And since Facebook is already “getting old” at 5 years in business, I would investigate what’s next, because you KNOW something NEW is coming.  How will social networking evolve in the next 10 years?  Will we use it more for business?  Will its popularity spread more to other parts of the world?  What industries will grow from all of the networking?  

All I can say is, I’m glad I’m in this speech competition and I’m glad I got the opportunity to explore what it would be like if I were a journalist.  I also want you to know that all my friends are waiting to see my status update on Facebook to learn how I did at this competition today!

Thank you all!!

