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70TH BIRTHDAY SPEECH FOR DAD

FOR MARCIA SILVEIRA

Hello everyone and thanks so much for being with us to celebrate my dad’s BIG ONE!!...Birthday, that is! Many of you have travelled from far and wide to be here, and others are with us on a daily basis.  Time and distance have been dealt with and here we all are, and we are thrilled to share this occasion with all of you.  Come to think of it, Dad loves meeting new people so much, we probably could have filled the room with strangers and he’d be just as happy, except for 2 things….he loves all of you and he knows everyone else in this town!  I kid…I kid!!  (turn to your mother and say) Mom, this is one heckuva great party, and on behalf of everyone here, thank you!  It’s so great being with all of you and celebrating this milestone birthday of a man who has always inspired me with his talent, spirit, sense of fun and adventure and his incredible ability to “multi-task”…..some call that ADD-at home we call that  “ALL that DAD DOES!  And it’s a lot!   But seriously, Dad loves life and that inspires all those lucky enough to be in his life to keep a positive and wonderful sense of fun and adventure.

I have always been inspired by and proud of, my father.  He has often spoken of his “formative years.” and while others in the town made more traditional choices well suited to the lives they would live, my father chose to be an artist, which demonstrates his special view of the world.  In his training at Ontario College of Art where he graduated with honors, he learned to see and express his ideas in a way that celebrated his surroundings and beautified the world he and his neighbors lived in.  He has flourished as both a businessman and an artist, all the while demonstrating his love for life, being with people, and honoring nature and his heritage.  Now I know this can all sound quite serious, but oh nooooooooooo!!!  My father, Richard Spooner, handles every aspect of his life with joy and fun!  Ever since I was a kid, we’ve had some unforgettable times….(say this in a mock whisper)….but don’t tell Mom…she’s the one who always rose to the challenge of whipping us ALL into shape…thanks Mom!!  I remember the time (tell about one or two incidents that happened with your dad that shows how he celebrates his “inner child” and think about choosing an event that he will get a real laugh from).  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
And to show the world and himself, that every day life begins anew and each day brings cause to celebrate…… Show of hands….who has seen the town’s newest Harley?  And who ran to the side of the road as, “ahem” “Psycho the Biker” whipped through town?  Yes, my father, the esteemed businessman, artist and local celebrity, has gotten himself a HOG….

Now that my dad has a Harley, I’ve been doing a little research.  I found a list of “101 Reasons to Ride/Own a Harley” and I won’t “fascinate” you with all 101 reasons, but here are a few that I think really apply to our birthday boy:

· Even an old, beaten up one looks good.

· They have a long, rich history and heritage.

· It can make you smile on a bad day.

· It gives the local police a way to earn their salaries and keeps them wondering if you're a badass biker or maybe really an influential judge or lawyer under those leathers.

· You're more willing to go out and pick up milk and the newspaper if you can ride to the store on your Harley.

· You can futz along at 20MPH, and still look dangerous
(Turn to your father and say), Dad, I would like to leave you with some words of wisdom from the great comedian Bob Hope.  As most of us know, he lived to a very ripe old age, and we also know that with age comes wisdom.  Here’s some of Bob Hope’s wise words:

· On getting older, he said:

· "That's the time of your life when even your birthday suit needs pressing."

· "I don't feel old. In fact I don't feel anything until noon. Then it's time for my nap."
· When asked why he chose to be in show business, Bob Hope replied, "When I was born, the doctor said to my mother, 'Congratulations. You have an eight-pound ham'."
And so, Dad, let us all raise a glass and think of the toast that was given to Mark Twain at the celebration of his 70th birthday.  With a few words carefully switched, I make this toast to you:

“So large the joy your brush has given,
To match it one might try later or sooner,
But what one man could never do
Is easily done by Richard Spooner!!!”

Happy birthday Dad, and many many more!  We love you!!

