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BRIDGING THE GAP

SPEECH FOR 

MICHAEL JOSEPH

Hello everyone and thank you all for being here tonight to share this event with us.  It’s great to see so many of you here, from all generations.  To all of the parents with us tonight, thank you for being here to acknowledge the critical role ____________________ School plays in providing your children, our students, with the most comprehensive quality education that is available.  To all of the grandparents and relatives with us, I would like to extend a very special thank you for showing such a committed interest in our students.  Someone once said, “Grandparents, like heroes, are as necessary to a child's growth as vitamins."   You provide a richness and heritage that is essential to the development of our students and for that we thank you.  And of course, to the students that are here with us, Bridging the Gap is for you.  Among the many lessons we have all learned from Abraham Lincoln, some of his wisest words were, “The philosophy of the school room in one generation will be the philosophy of government in the next.”  You are the future and as such, it is imperative that we all come together, stand as one unit, and bridge the gap to insure that _____________________ School has adequate funding to provide all of you with the educational tools so essential for navigating the waters of the future.

All of you are here tonight for a common purpose.  You have made the choice to see to it that the children in your lives attend a private school in order to give them the best possible education.  We have all faced financial and economic challenges in the past few years, but I am sure I can say with confidence that you are all here because you acknowledge the difference in the quality of education provided by an independent school such as ___________________________.  Although I am all sure you have done your comparative research between the value of attending a private school as opposed to a public school, but let’s remember that in a private school, there are less restrictions placed on curriculum, each student, thanks to the size of each class, has the opportunity to have more specialized and focused attention from the teacher, and how many of you are aware that in the past few years, while reported graduation rates from public high schools across the nation average between 60-67%, the success rate of high school seniors graduating from private schools is over 90%??  That’s pretty impressive, although it’s the way it should be.  (if you can get the following information, say) Here at ___________________ our success rate is an admirable _______________.  Congratulations to all of you!

We have been entrusted with some precious cargo, and it is our job to insure the successful educational and social development of your children and grandchildren, who, as we noted earlier, will be the scholars, lawyers, doctors and government leaders of the next generation.  Although tuition accounts for about 80% of school financial requirements, in order to stay ahead of the game of life and education-which we all know is getting more challenging each day, we need to have adequate funds.  Events like this one inspire those essential extra contributions for so many purposes:

· It allows the school to recruit and compensate the best administration, faculty and staff

· The funds help to provide and maintain the campus facilities, which we all know supports and fosters heightened enthusiasm for learning and participation in extracurricular activities

· Your added support goes a long way to sustain a healthy and diverse community for our students through financial aid and other essential programs

· Most of all, the funding we are discussing tonight will be used to build a strong and substantial foundation financially and developmentally.  We appreciate the enthusiasm and participation of all parents and families united in making __________________ the quality institution that it is, and we know that with special participation from those of you who are considered the pillars of our community, the success of not only our school, but of our children and our community, will be insured for generations to come.  

Just as a small stone can make a great ripple when cast in a body of water, your contributions today have an enormous and geometric effect on the future.  I invite each one of you to search and see just what size stones you would be willing to cast to insure that ripple effect.

We all know that with knowledge comes power.  When faced with the “toughest job on earth,” Ronald Reagan had this to say, "…There are advantages to being elected President. The day after I was elected, I had my high school grades classified Top Secret."  Of course we have to keep in mind that President Reagan went to a public school….only kidding!  Here at ________________ School, we are proud of each achievement of every student.  It is our mandate to insure the most complete and appropriate advancement and accomplishment of every one of our attendees and of course, quality requires funding.

The families of our students have demonstrated their commitment to this institution in many ways and have always done whatever possible to express financial support when we needed it.  Last year we had an impressive participation rate of 50%. It is now a year later, we have seen the economy come back to life more, but most of all, and we are all a year smarter and more experienced in dealing with financial challenges. I think I speak for all of us when I say that we have all found a new respect and thankfulness for what we have and the most effective way to use our assets.  We are all in this together and we have a united goal, and that is to insure that ___________________ provides the best education for our children so that they are as prepared as possible with the tools to weather whatever storms approach in their adult lives.  I urge all of you to take a good look at your participation in this event and on behalf of the administration, faculty, and most of all these great students, thank you for all that you can do!
