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#1 OFFICE THANK YOU SPEECH

FOR 

RON DAIZA

Hello everyone!!!  It’s always great to attend the annual awards banquet of (name the organization) _______________________, and let me tell you from our viewpoint…this one is the greatest!!!  My team and I are so thrilled to be here this year to accept the award for #1 Office in the Nation!!!  Wow!!  Of course on occasions like this, there are many people to thank, so let me begin by acknowledging the team that coordinated and organized this great banquet, _____________________ and _____________________ (add names as necessary).  It’s no small task to assemble a group like this from far and wide, but once again, you have done a tremendous job!  

If anyone had told us last year at this time that a year from then we would be standing here to accept this award…WELL!!…you can imagine what I would have said…and my teammates probably heard me say worse!!  The entire nation was still in the midst of the worst recession this country had seen for years, the backbone of Detroit’s livelihood…the automakers, particularly the big three were in very precarious shape, as we all know, and  our city was hit time and again with massive corporate bankruptcies, closures and downsizing.  Professional prospects looked really grim for everyone around us, and US as well.  There were several times in the earlier part of the year when we honestly didn’t know how or if to keep the doors open.  The experience was really tough, but then….we had the 2nd half of the year!!!!  And as if someone really important (look up) UP THERE was listening, all our hard work and tenacity began to pay off.  

Someone once said, “Men never cling to their dreams with such tenacity as the moment when they are losing faith in them, and know it, but do not dare yet to confess it to themselves.”   If there is one true and admirable quality the members of my team possess and demonstrated so clearly, it is TENACITY.  We all had our dreams and goals.  We all got shot down time and again in those early months, we questioned our aims, and I’m sure some of us began to lose faith, but each one of my great team got right back up and dug in those heels, and went back to the task….and SON OF A GUN!!!  You know what???  It worked!!!

Of course, there are those “extreme optimists” that might consider the employment drought in Detroit a “growth opportunity,” after all, hopefully there’s nowhere to go but up!!    Find those job opportunities and place those deserving candidates!  And that’s what my team did…person by person, listing by listing.  I am PROUD to call these people MY TEAM.

Of course we all know that old adage, “There is no “I” in team, so I would like to briefly introduce and acknowledge those people that have collectively earned this award as part of the “Comeback Team Of 2010:” I also have to say that although I am not one to gush and “lay it on thick,” this group of people comprise one of the hardest working teams I have ever had the privilege to work with.  Legend has it that you can tell what a person is made of when they are faced with adversity.  Each member of this team rose to every challenge thrown at them and thanks to their hard work and tenacity, here we are tonight, receiving this award!

(Turn to each person as you name them, thank him or her, and just give a brief sentence as to why they are an invaluable part of the whole):

· ______________________________-thank you for your spirit.  The work you did with _________________ was an inspiration.

· _____________________________-we all really appreciate how you__________________.

· ______________________________-we all really appreciate that you__________

· (etc…..name each person whether they are there or not).

Tonight was our turn to have our “15 minutes” of recognition.  I am sure we all agree that we learned so much as we waded through the struggle of early 2010.  My team didn’t push to win an award; they worked their butts off to serve the people of Detroit.  They did it to experience excellence and success and in the course of action, they conquered fear and odds.  I invite all of you to introduce yourselves to the members of my team after dinner.  If you already know them, say hello.  Ask them what it was like and how they pulled through…we all can always learn.  And let’s all LEARN from this experience.  If there’s one thing we know, survival makes everything around us seem brighter and smell sweeter.  I wish all of you the best of successes in the coming year and I look forward to congratulating the next winning team a year from now!  

Thank you all!! 
