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55TH HIGH SCHOOL REUNION SPEECH

FOR 

MAX BRIDGE

Hello everyone and let me just say how excited I am to be here at the 55th reunion of _______________________ High School’s glorious class of 1956!!!  Let’s not think of the time that’s gone by as a lifetime, but rather, let’s think of it as the world’s longest recess!!!  As I look around and see all of you, so many memories come back…it seems like only yesterday that we got our report cards, and then our diplomas…..and then our driver’s licenses and checking accounts…..and then our marriage licenses and mortgage documents or rent bills….our pay stubs from work, and the birth certificates of our children….and then those for our grandchildren….ahhhhhh…..No wonder we’re all so tired….we got A LOT done “only yesterday!!!!”  But of course I kid….I just find it so amazing that here we are again, lucky enough to be with each other one more time to share those memories, to light the sparks and recall the days we spent together here at ____________________High, before we became “grown-ups.”  

Before I go on, I’d like to thank some of the people who helped to plan and organize this wonderful evening. (Name some of the people who put together the event).

· ____________________________, Thank you for being “ Ms. Organization.” you really made tonight special.

· _____________________________, you remind us there is no “I” in team and your spirit inspires us!

· _________________________, Thanks to your continued dedication to mathematics and economics, I heard this event even came in on budget!

(try to make some “school appropriate” comment about the people you will be acknowledging.).

Tonight we come together once more and celebrate each other and the challenges and triumphs of the lives we’ve lived since graduating from _________________ High School.  We’ll reminisce about the “good ole’ days” and share the snapshots of what we’ve accomplished since that day in June just 55 short years ago.  We’ll remember the good times and some of the other maybe not so good times, but most of all, I know we’ll smile and we’ll all be moved because we’re here sharing this milestone-and what a milestone it is.  We made it!  We all thought we really made it the day we graduated.  We were “newly minted adults” ready to conquer the world when we moved our tassels to the other side of the mortar board and set forth on that Graduation day generations ago.  And we all really did make it!!!  No matter what we accomplished, we each conquered our own world and we’ve all succeeded.  We’ve learned by doing and by living, and each one of us now sports our own well-deserved veneer of wisdom, earned from lives well lived, and honestly, to me, that just sweetens every single experience.  We’re here together, tonight, and I, for one, am thrilled to be a part of this group.

Bob Hope’s anthem was, as we all know, a song called “Thanks for the Memory.”…and what memories we have of those days!  Here’s a couple of highlights from 1956 to get us all thinking about our glorious high school careers:

· “Guys and Dolls” was the number 1 movie of the year…..don’t make me start singing…..!!!!

· Elvis Presley had 4 of the top 10 hit songs as well….ah what promise he had!!!  Elvis was born a mere 4 years before us and had only begun his singing career in 1953.  Look at the life he led!

· “I Love Lucy” was the number 1 TV show…how many of us can still give synopses and reviews of our favorite episodes??  Perhaps we all should have been home studying, but who can forget the classic episode when the Ricardos and the Mertzes traveled to Italy, and, yes, Lucy and Ethel stomped the grapes!  That first aired on TV in March of 1956 and like I said, if you don’t remember that, then yes, you must have been studying and doing your homework!!  (wink wink)

· And ladies and gentlemen, the number 6 book of the year was “Peyton Place!!”  What scandal that book caused back then!!  Can you just imagine if we reread that book today?!?!  It would probably be as racy as reading the phone book!!  Yes, we’ve come a long way.

And while there was so much going on around us, at ____________________ High School, we made some pretty lasting memories of our own…..ahhhh what a group we were!!!

(Name about 3 of the most outstanding events from your senior year-or a little before if necessary…here are some suggestions):

· How many of you remember Mr. ________________??  (Think of a story about a favorite –or not so favorite teacher…someone that most can relate to)

· (Tell a story about one of the sports teams…is there something unforgettable that happened to the basketball or football team?)
· (Did you have a prom or was there a special talent show or class play?  Tell a little bit about what you remember from one of those events).

(If anyone from any of the events you choose to discuss are in the group at the reunion, mention them)

And here we are, together again, 55 years later.  Some of us stay in touch either directly or through friends of friends, neighbors and relatives, while some choose to communicate only for special occasions, and it’s all good!!  In the past five and a half decades, we’ve witnessed quite a bit, both as individuals and as a society in whole.  Sputnik was just a gleam in some Russian scientist’s eye in 1956 (the first satellite wasn’t launched until 1957), and look what we have today…any civilian with a decent health report and a spare $250,000…$20,000 down payment required, by the way…can book a trip on Virgin Gallactic Airways!!  We’ve seen a telephone go from a big solid something that sat on a table to a gadget that can do just about everything…about the only thing it can’t do is fry an egg…and that’ll probably change soon!!  And most importantly, we made it to the 21st century!!  We’ve witnessed our fair share of warriors and winners, triumphs and tragedies, and still there is something that I find very moving tonight…..and that is, very simply put, that we can all be here to share this magic.  No matter the path chosen by each one of you, we all have something very significant in common…for the 4 most formative years of our young adult lives, whether or not we were all “best friends” or existed “on the other side of the lunchroom,” we were together and bound by a common adventure. We worked to build the foundations that would become the rest of our lives, and we’re still here to share our stories and the stories of our friends, colleagues and teammates who sadly cannot be here with us.  A loose definition of the word “family” is a group of people that are related in some way and are to be treated with a special loyalty.”  Given that definition, we are “family.”

In closing, I’d like to share the last few lines of Bob Hope’s song…..

“So, thanks for the memory 
And strictly entre-nous, darling how are you? 
And how are all the little dreams that never did come true? 
Aw'flly glad I met you, cheerio, and toodle-oo 
And thank you………………. so much.”

I thank each and every one of you for being here….and being there…..for being a part of my life and teaching me way back then what it meant to be a part of a community.  I cherish those memories and I hope you all do as well….and if not, we can always get together next year for our 56th reunion and discuss!!!

Thank you all and good night!!
