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WEDDING SPEECH FOR 

JEFF RAPAPORT

Hello everyone and good evening!!  I had a great speech written out for you all tonight...but now that I'm married my wife tells me what to say!  (Wait for the laugh).  To quote that famous pundit, Unknown, “My wife says I never listen to her.  At least I think that's what she said.”  (Turn to your bride and say), Only kidding honey….really. I just want you to be happy and if there’s one thing I’ve learned from that “riveting” documentary series, “The Real Housewives of New Jersey,”  “Happy wife, Happy life.” (Wait for the laugh).  I kid about this, but I think everyone here tonight truly knows how happy I am to finally be married to the woman I love!!

There are 2 very special people that I want to acknowledge, and that’s Laura’s parents.  Pam and Lenny, thank you for making tonight so incredible.  Your exquisite taste and endless generosity have made a fairytale into reality.  (If you want to be “cute, perhaps add)…and this party’s really great too!!  Not only have you brought my beautiful wife into this world and raised her to be my magnificent “better half,” you’ve poured what must be 6 years of devotion into 6 months of our engagement to make tonight possible. There’s a great story in basketball, where Stacey King (say, “Does ANYONE even remember him?”) makes one free throw for a single point, and after the game he says “I’ll always remember this as the night that Michael Jordan and I combined for 70 points.”  Pam and Lenny, I’ll always remember this as the night we combined for 70 points. Thank you.  [It’s funny, but maybe a little too cheesy?....I tried to de-cheese it a little with this…I think it’s cute-just say it with feeling!!]  Becoming a part of your family has definitely upped my game!

Over the years you’ve welcomed not only me, but also my family into your home and we’re all so appreciative of the beautiful blend that has been made.  The lines obviously blurred well before this day when I considered Peter my brother and Abby and Hilary my sisters.   The fibers that define your family and weave your values have been a mirror image of my own, and I have to say, the comfort of feeling I am “home” is apparent when we are with you.   I really appreciate all that you’ve done for us, but most of all, thank you for Laura and for raising such an incredible daughter. [pause] I promise you’re not losing a daughter but gaining a son. [Need one more sentence as a toast to them / ending].  It’s a privilege and a labor of love to contribute to the (Add in-laws’ last name)  ______________ family quilt!
To my parents, how do I sufficiently say, “Thank you?” [pause] Quite simply, I owe everything to you.   If can be half as good a grandparent as you’ve been to me, my kids will be incredibly fortunate.  You’ve taught me to dream big, play hard, and work harder. You’ve taught me integrity and acceptance, generosity and friendship and most of all unconditional love.  (If you want to be sort of cute, you can say) Wow!!!  Laura thanks you for that!!
Oscar Wilde once said, “To give and not expect return, that is what lies at the heart of love.”  To have the privilege of being the lucky recipient of my parents’ unconditional love for me has been the greatest gift in my life and inspires me to carry on the name and traditions of the Rapaport and ___________ families.  No matter what curve balls life may pitch, I have been taught well and loved well.  It is said, “When children find true love, parents find true joy.” Here’s to your joy and ours, and I am so thankful that all of us can share this kind of joy as one family.

And I’ve saved the best for last.  Laura. [Pause]  (Turn to her and say) This kind of certainty comes around once in a lifetime. It’s the certainty that I want to spend today, tomorrow, and 20,000 tomorrows with you.  This is the day I get to marry my best friend.  Mark Twin said, “To get the full value of joy, you must have someone to divide it with.”  Laura, it’s simple arithmetic with us.  1+1=1.  It’s also simple chemistry and we both feel it.  Of course, Adam Sandler has some thoughts on chemistry…he says you can use it with regard to love and that’s good, or you can use it to make crack, and that’s NOT so good….(Wait for the laugh) but seriously, without sounding like Mr. Science, your electric personality does light up a room and make everyone’s life brighter, your energy is pervasive and contagious, your compassion melts my heart, and just to touch the surface of biology, I just know you’ll be an amazing mother!!

I would like to invite all of you to raise a glass as I toast my beautiful wife:

Laura, here’s to the rest of our lives together.  May this be the first of all the precious memories we’ll share as our family, and may they be too many to count. To paraphrase the Irish toast, May the most you wish for be the least you get. 

 I know I could not have wished for more when I found you.  I love you!

Thank you all for sharing our celebration with us!
