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PUBLIC SPEAKING SPEECH

FOR 

MADELAINE LAUBUSCHAGNE

•••WRITER’S NOTE-THE INSTRUCTIONS WERE NOT CLEAR ABOUT WHETHER “MUSIC” OR “TV SHOWS ABOUT MUSIC” WAS PART OF THE TOPIC, SO I AM OFFERING YOU 2 VERSIONS OF THIS SPEECH.  IF THE TOPIC IS “MUSIC,” USE THE PARAGRAPH IN BLUE TYPE.  IF THE TOPIC IS FOR “TV SHOWS ABOUT MUSIC,” USE THE PARAGRAPH IN PINK TYPE.

Hello everyone.  As human beings, we tend to have a natural curiosity to learn about life through different filters.  We want to learn how “the other ½ lives,” no matter what aspect of life is being highlighted.  There are many means to discover about not only the culture we live in, but cultures from all over the world and some of the “windows” that provide bird’s eye views of how others live their lives are in the form of music and television shows.  Whether we listen to the verbal pictures painted by music lyrics (OR SAY) Whether we watch programs featuring music or watch other different types of television shows, from talk shows to soap operas, observing this type of media presentation teaches us all about aspects of life we would otherwise not have known.

“The eastern world, it is exploding

Violence flarin', bullets loadin'

You're old enough to kill, but not for votin'

You don't believe in war, but what's that gun you're totin'

And even the Jordan River has bodies floatin'”

These are lyrics to a song from a man named Barry McGuire.  The song is called “Eve of Destruction.”  It was written in the 1960’s when protests flared about the Vietnam War.  Young Americans were being sent off to fight what some believed was an unjust war.  Young men and women were of draft age at 18, but were not yet allowed to vote until they were 21.  40 plus years later, we can hear the song and picture what life was like through the illustrative lyrics.  Songs like this became known as protest songs and helped to illustrate an aspect of American life in the ‘60’s.

In the early 70’s, the first “reality” TV series debuted on public television.  It was called “An American Family” and it was all about the Loud’s, an upper middle class family living in Santa Barbara, California.  Television cameras followed the family and its members for 6 months and 12 episodes aired showing the family’s daily drama as it unfolded.  The audience got to see the disintegration of the Bill and Pat Loud’s marriage (Pat asked Bill for a divorce in one episode) as well as the emergence of Lance Loud, their son, who became one of the first openly gay people to be on television.  This may not seem so extraordinary in the techno savvy times we lived in, but back in the 1970’s, viewers not only got to learn how people lived in another part of the country, they got to witness personal drama and lifestyle on many levels.

There was a soap opera on television several years ago called “Bette La Fea.”  Although this was a Spanish language television series created and broadcast from Colombia, South America, it has been seen throughout the world.  By watching that show, my friend in New York got to learn about aspects of Spanish contemporary culture, from language to fashion, and beyond.  Whether or not the script that depicted the human relationships offered an exaggerated view of what life might have been like in Colombia, people watched, not only for the scripted “drama,” but to immerse themselves in others’ problems as a diversion from their own.  The program eventually evolved into the American English speaking series called “Ugly Betty” and that soap opera showed us what “drama” could erupt in a family of publishing moguls while giving its viewers a colorful look into the world of fashion and interpersonal relationships.

The popularity of music shows on television cannot be denied.  From offerings like “American Idol” to “Dancing with the Stars,” we get to observe the process of how a person applies his or her talents or lack thereof (whether a celebrity or a non-famous person), and the training, struggles, trials and triumphs experienced in the process.  There is now a new series on TV called “The Voice” and on this show, we learn about the candidates through their personal biographies as well as their choices of song.  The twist with this show is that the celebrity judges only hear the people singing-their backs are to them so the candidates cannot be judged on looks.  How much of our interpersonal relationships are based on the physical?  Through watching this show, we can get a glimpse into what life might be like if people are not judged on their physical being, and we learn.

One man who knew the importance of all forms of communication and its effect on every aspect of modern life was a man named Herbert Marshall McLuhan, more commonly known as Marshall McLuhan.  He was a Canadian educator, philosopher and author.  His groundbreaking work in media theory is still regarded as one of the backbones of this subject and his most famous quote, “the medium is the message” reminds us of his belief in the theory that how we learn is as important as what we learn.  Cultural expression, whether in the form of a song or a television show, is key to each one of us having a more well rounded view of the world around us.  

These are just a few examples of how media provides a compelling window onto modern culture.  Of course, there are many other examples that cannot be ignored.  From talk shows that emphasize world political commentary to shows that highlight every aspect of daily life, each one of us has the opportunity to learn about modern and past cultures through a variety of means including music, talk shows and soap operas.  Oprah Winfrey and Martha Stewart have each built multi-billion dollar global empires based on their ability to “connect” with their audience and teach them all about life from their points of view.  Whether featuring a celebrity guest, a program about medical conditions and breakthroughs, or interpersonal relationships, Oprah’s ability to give her viewers a piece of her “digital life” is unparalleled.  Oprah’s “Book Club” not only encourages her viewers to read, it boosts the careers of featured authors and creates worldwide best selling books.  

I think we all take the medium of television and its formats for granted, as it is such an integral part of our daily lives.  I, for one, am thrilled for the opportunity to learn, through another means, more about modern culture.

Thank you!

