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BEST MAN SPEECH FOR 

VICENTE RODRIGUEZ

Hello everyone!  Well!!  Love is in the air!!  As many of you know, The Rodriguez/Rodriguez clan shared another joyous occasion a few weeks ago, and that was my wedding to my beautiful wife, Idaykis, our happy groom’s daughter!!  All I can say is, to be blessed enough to have one wedding is great.  To be doubly blessed to have 2 weddings in the family is even better!  I am proud to stand up and be the best man for the “other” best man, my father-in-law, Renato.

True love is rare, and some people never even really experience it.  Fortunately that was not the case with our happy couple.  The wonderful playwright Jonathan Larsen wrote this about destiny, “ I can’t control my destiny, I trust my soul, my only goal is just to be.  There’s only now, there’s only here.  Give in to love or live in fear.  No other path, no other way.  No day but today.”  It was destiny that night ______ years ago, that found both Renato and Pia Luna in the same place at the same time.  The setting was a place called Los Ranchos.  The fates conspired, and so they met.  He did something he’d never done before-he took himself out for a quick drink.  She was there with her sister and friends.  Neither had been to the place before, but that’s the beauty of destiny.  The French have a term for what happened next.  It’s called a “coup de foudre,” which means a thunder clap (Say the word in Spanish also to help the impact), we would say in Spanish “TRUENO” (?)…BOOM!!! They met.  And nothing was the same after that.  They really hit it off instantly, dancing and learning about each other, teasing and laughing all the while.  With that first hug and kiss good night, their fate was sealed.  And through the teasing and jokes, they both had enough sense to follow their hearts and their destiny, and here we are today!  What a great story!!

My father-in-law is a talented, wonderful man and being with Pia Luna brings out his best.  It’s fascinating to watch them learn from each other and discover new things each day… (As an aside, say) although he knew immediately that she wasn’t Cuban from the first words she spoke!  (Turn to Pia Luna and say) Pia Luna, you must now realize that since Renato has such a fine ear for music, he was instantly able to distinguish your charming Colombian accent….but nice try!!  (Say this with a little wink and exaggeration in your voice and wait for the laugh).

As I said I am proud to be a part of this family and to have such a wonderful and talented man as Renato as my father-in-law.  Not only has he produced my beautiful wife, Idaykis, he continues to live a blessed life focusing on his musical talent and genuine enthusiasm for living….and his card tricks are pretty mesmerizing too!  His quest for knowledge and culture, now shared with Pia Luna, is inspirational, especially their voracious appetite for…..Netflix!!!   (Turn to Renato and say)…. Nothing like a good movie in the comfort of your own home, eh?  (Wait for the laugh).

Pia Luna and my father-in-law make a beautiful couple and Idaykis and I are so happy for them.  They share their joy of life in their individual and mutual self-expression-he with his songwriting and guitar playing-talk about MAGIC! And she with her great taste for environments and interior design.  Not only have we gained a great new mother-in-law, but also she’s helping my wife redecorate….how cool is THAT? 

To quote the lyrics of Pia Luna’s most well-known “paysan” (or use the Spanish word for “countryman”), Shakira:

“Whenever, wherever
We're meant to be together
I'll be there and you'll be near
And that's the deal my dear”

To Renato and Pia Luna, may you both make beautiful music together for eternity!

Congratulations!
