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HARASSMENT HEARING/MEETING

SPEECH FOR HARRY ROSEMOND

Hello everyone, I want to thank you all for affording me the opportunity to speak to you.  I regard the allegations of harassment that have been directed towards me to be just that-allegations.  I invite you all to listen to the actual definition of the word allegation.  The dictionary tells us the word means, “A claim or assertion that someone has done something illegal or wrong, typically one made without proof.”   WITHOUT PROOF.  I have had to bear the burden of being at the receiving end of these baseless allegations, and I am hear to cooperate with you to the best of my ability and to respond to any questions you may have in order to help clear the air and maintain my innocence.  

For those of you who know me, you know that I take my job very seriously.  I have been a ________________ for _______ years and my record and tenure speak for themselves.  I believe in the golden rule.  Treat others with professional respect and in turn, the least I expect is the same.  Through all of this, I must say, I really do appreciate my colleagues’ support.  Some of them know me for many years and as such, I am sure they are as nonplussed as I am to have to endure the attempted impunity of my good name.  I have NEVER experienced anything like this and as such, it has been frustrating to have to defend myself against such slanderous claims.  Who among us could ever be prepared for such accusations?  Is there EVER a time when we can all just get our jobs done in an atmosphere of mutual respect?   Imagine how YOU would feel if unsubstantiated and vulgar claims were directed toward YOU? The accusations and assertions aimed at me are just that.  They are unfounded and unsubstantiated.  

Regarding the incident in question, I harbored no hidden romantic intentions or agenda, nor do I harbor any anger or ill will now.  I feel only sorrow for her frustration and being upset that I did not meet her needs or expectations of being a “father figure.”  The extent of my reluctant acceptance as a kind of mentor did not go further than offering to listen, share Platonic ideas, and to assist her in succeeding.  I always make it a practice of having a literal “Open Door Policy,” and whenever she came to my office, the door was left open so that students and colleagues could easily hear and see me and whatever occurred in that room.

I would like to share the words of Piers Anthony who said, “When one person makes an accusation, check to be sure he himself is not the guilty one. Sometimes it is those whose case is weak who make the most clamor.”  Words hurled into the universe sometimes have a way of seeming real-until one closely examines the circumstances and evidence at hand.  I maintain once again, that I have been targeted with these false assertions and I am thankful to each one of you for listening to my testimony with an open and considerate mind.

I appreciate that all of you have taken the time to hear not only the allegations, but also to hear what I have to say in response.  Once again, I am a person who does his best to conduct himself with dignity and respect, and I truly appreciate being treated in the same manner.

George Orwell said, "Truth is something outside yourself, something to be discovered, and not ... something you can make up as you go along."  I look forward to the full discovery of the truth of this situation and being absolved once and for all.
Thank you.
