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HAPPY 21ST BIRTHDAY SPEECH 

FOR STEPH RICE

Hi everyone!!  Well, here we are to celebrate the 21st birthday of my best friend, _______________________.  As many of you know, ________________ and I are so inseparable-it’s kind of amazing I was even able to write this little speech without her knowing about it!!  ____________ and I have been the closest of friends for 10 years, or just about half of our lives.  We have grown up together, learned together and shared the good times and the bad.  I’m really happy to be celebrating this great time with all of you and _____________, and what makes me happier is that this occasion will give ______________ and I LOTS to talk about…. for MANY years to come, actually!!

There’s a song called, “Together” and I think the lyrics really sum up my friendship with __________________:

Here and now its time for celebration
I finally figured it out (yeah yeah)
That all our dreams have no limitations
That's what its all about
Everyone is special in their own way
We make each other strong (each other strong)
We’re not the same
Were different in a good way
Together's where we belong.

Well, I think _____________ would agree with those lyrics.  Together is where we belong.  (Name 3 activities the 2 of you always do together) Whether we’re ________________, ______________________ or ______________________, we have a great time.  It’s really important to have someone in your life that’s a trusted friend, advisor and confidante, and that is what ______________ is to me in my life.  There are so many unforgettable memories I have of some of the “wild” times we’ve shared over the years.  (Mention 3 different funny incidents that you recall that show how much you enjoy each other’s company).  I’ll never forget the time we were _________ years old and we __________________________________________. Or how about a few years later when we  _______________________________.  But most of all, I think the story that best describes the great times we have together is the one when __________ and I _______________________________________.  (Turn to _____________ and say)….. ________________ How about those memories?!?! Just thinking about them makes me remember how hard it was to keep it together!

And now you’re 21!!!  You’re legal!! 

· (If you’re older than she is, say) Welcome to the club!! 

· (If you’re younger than she is say) I can’t wait to be just like you when I grow up!!

For those of you who don’t know the history of how this great friendship began, let me tell you a little.  We met when we were _________ years old.  I remember it clearly.  We were at ________________ and (describe what happened and how you met) ___________________________________________________.  I can’t imagine NOT sharing all of the stuff, both good and bad, that happen in my life with __________________.  

We were just little kids when the most popular television series of the time was a show called “Friends.”  That show was about just that-the lives of 6 people bound by strong and inseparable friendship.  Some of the cast members actually became best friends and are still close to this day.  The theme song for this show was also wildly popular at the time and the lyrics really sum up our friendship as well.  They tell us:

“I'll be there for you, when the rain starts to pour. 
I'll be there for you, like I've been there before. 
I'll be there for you, cause you're there for me too.”

Well, _________________ I’ll be there for YOU-whether the rain starts to fall, or we’re sitting on the beach or shopping at the mall.  One of the best things in life is knowing that I have such a great best friend, and I’m so happy it’s you!!!  You’ve reached this milestone and it is a thrill to experience this and all of life’s other milestones with you.  We grew up together, we shared our teenage years together, and now we have our adult lives to experience, and I must say, it all gets better and better with each day we’re friends!!

Have a happy, happy 21st birthday and I can’t wait until we celebrate our 75th birthdays together and look back on all of this and smile!!

Here’s to _______________.  We love you and Happy 21st birthday!

