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IN MEMORIAM OF FATHER

SPEECH 

FOR NELSON Ac MANUEL

Hello everyone.  We are gathered here today to honor my father, _______________ and to commemorate the 25th anniversary of his passing.  I want to thank all of you for allowing my family this opportunity to memorialize my father.  He was not only a wonderful man to his family and friends; he was also a very large part of the heart, soul and substance of our church.  Although he departed this plane 25 years ago today, I know he watches over all of us and his wisdom, generosity, and passion for our congregation still inspire us.  He lives on in the memories we have and the deeds we continue to accomplish thanks to his dedication to the church and its legacy.

(Name your father) _________________ was a proud man and nothing made him prouder, besides his family, than his involvement with his church.  Known as one of “The Big Five,” his contribution to the church was immense on so many levels.  Thanks to his legendary generosity, those who knew him can attest to the fact that he truly was a large and irreplaceable part of the heart and soul of this congregation.  Among his selfless and generous acts was his enthusiastic support of the promotion of education, which is under the auspices of the Church, and he gave of himself, his time and his personal financial resources to see to it that our school was built and supported.  My father also built the first catechist’s house with the same generosity of knowledge, compassion and personal finances. My father died 25 years ago today.  His work was not done. The work of any man with as much devotion and spirit as my father had is never done, but he left a strong legacy and we all reap the benefits of his efforts.

And now it is 25 years later.  A lot has changed and evolved in that time.  More than a generation has passed and we have all learned and grown wiser since then.  We’ve witnessed miracles of technology as well as the decimation of entire nations, whether from human or catastrophic natural causes.  If there is one thing that I have learned-and I hope you have learned this too, is that the world is getting smaller, the potential for disaster is getting greater, and as such, we need to honor and respect all people, especially those who have guided and cared for us.  We must all work together to insure that not only goodness will prevail, but so will the acknowledgment of goodness.

· My father did not make his contributions to this church with the expectation of a reward.  He is at peace and has received his just reward in Heaven, but he was promised a burial at the early missionaries’ cemetery, and now his legacy and that promise will be honored.

· I am thankful to Pastor________________ and his reassessment of the church’s doctrines.  As our society evolves with the times, so must our attitudes.  It is to the credit of a true man of G-d that our church’s authorities can still hold the doctrines and finally provide a clear interpretation of what is appropriate in this situation.

· It is also vindicating to receive acknowledgement and correction of a narrow-minded act done long ago, and for that we are very thankful. 

· In Genesis 50:5-6, we learn, “My father made me swear, saying, Lo, I die: in my grave which I have digged for me in the land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury me. Now therefore let me go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I will come again. And Pharaoh said, Go up, and bury thy father, according as he made thee swear.”

· There were those in our family who doubted that what was done 25 years ago could ever be reversed.  To them I quote Jeremiah 17:7, "But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him."  It is faith and the inspiration of my father’s faith that gave me the patience and courage to endure what was necessary to see that my father’s legacy was upheld.
· There is an expression that some people use.  “Adapt or die.”  I see the meaning of those 3 words more clearly every day, and having engaged in this process, I have become more open minded and empathetic to what others are experiencing and I have learned to seriously consider the impact of my actions in all situations.
· True and strong faith is a bond that cannot be broken.  A person’s circumstances, as long as no crime has been committed, should not have a bearing on honoring the memory of a compassionate and devoted servant of G-d.  I think we have all learned a lesson here.  Faithfulness to the tenets of the church needs to be honored and reassessed at all times.  Like the US constitution, our Bible is a living and breathing document that must be honored at all times and must be interpreted with compassion and respect.

I thank all of you again and my family and I treasure the mutual respect that has blossomed in this process.  Every day I pray for my father’s peace in heaven and now I can finally say that my father is resting in peace.  Amen.
