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WEDDING SPEECH FOR

WENDY QUIRINO

Hello everyone, and what a great day for a wedding!!!  There is so much joy in this room, on so many levels, and of course, I would not have missed this for the world.  Thanks to the unselfish and loving gesture of our wonderful bride and groom, I didn’t have to!! But first our groom had to become an uncle! Thiago and Rose, thank you so much for your consideration in planning your most important event around our baby Eva’s debut!!!  

All weddings are special to all of us, and this one in particular, is even more so, on so many levels.  Someone once said, “A brother is a friend given to you by nature.”  For that, I thank nature.  Although you, Thiago, are my “little brother,” you’ve also been my best friend, my comrade and my protector, and even though we’re only 1 year apart, I always felt a little bit like a “little mother” to you……of course that’s when we weren’t fighting like cats and dogs as real siblings do!  Ahhh….i remember all of those hours and hours and hours…when Mom would lock us in the bathroom to “figure it out” between us….yes, those stand-offs could take a chunk of time out of a little kid’s day!!!  (if there was more than one bathroom in the house say) Thank goodness there were other facilities in the house or the others might have had some problems!! (If there was only one bathroom, say) At least we figured out how to settle our differences in time for Mom to take a shower or Dad to brush his teeth!!!  I guess those fight sessions and that unique “lavatorial mediation” technique worked its special magic. Those times just served to show the both of us how evenly matched we are and I always felt they brought us even closer…and if you don’t agree…care to step outside to the powder room…for old time’s sake??  (Say this with a little exaggeration and wait for the laugh). 

There are so many “unforgettable moments we either shared or I witnessed as we grew up side by side. (Turn to Thiago and say) Remember the time when you were a little boy, and Mom and Dad had performed this miraculous makeover on a client?  And you told that client she looked like a clown?  Woopsie!!!!  Ahhhh…out of the mouths of babes!!  I remember another time at school you got into a fight with some little boy and I stepped in and basically told him “where to get off” as it were….I made sure he didn’t mess with my brother ever again!!  I remember the fun times, the fights, the punishments, the reconciliations, but what I hold closest to my heart was the genuine friendship and mutual respect that blossomed as we were children and grew into this wonderful sibling “revelry”-(NOT rivalry!) that we have now.  Who knew when Mom and Dad brought you home from the “cabbage patch” (I THINK that’s what they told me…I was pretty young back then too!!) that we would be best friends?!?!  For that, I really thank Mom and Dad.  But honestly, you know that I kid you and you also know how special and important you have been to me throughout my entire life.  And even though as a youngster you were blessed to have “2 moms,” both Mom and Dad and I are so proud to witness what a wonderful man you’ve become.  You’re a good son; a great brother and an inspiration to all around you-you’re an eternal gentleman, a hardworking, smart, and genuinely good human being.  You’re also kindhearted, and if anyone in this room hasn’t been blinded by your infectious smile and glowing personality…..give us a big one now and dazzle this crowd!!

Thiago, you’re the entire package, and we all know that you’ve left a string of broken hearts behind you…I must admit, some of your companionship choices were not, well, let’s just say they weren’t exactly “up to par,” and then along came Rose.  Ah Rose….yes, she really was the answer to our prayers.  (Turn to Rose and say) Rose, after all I’ve said about how close I am with my brother, I bet you thought we might be a little tough on you, but you know what?  You two were made for each other!!  You compliment Thiago in so many ways.  You blended into our family seamlessly and you accepted our “enthusiasm for life” (some people may think that means we’re just another loud, close, opinionated Brazilian family-and we are, but now we’ve got Rose)!!  Our Rose is smart-for those of you who don’t know, she was class valedictorian in high school…no small accomplishment!  She’s also witty, loving, loyal, and caring….AND she’s an attorney…God knows it’s a blessing to have one of those in the family!  And to top it all off, (I don’t know if you want to use any Yiddish expressions, but you can say) she has a great entrepreneurial mind…..or as it’s known in some circles “a good yiddishe kupp “ (it means a good Jewish head).  Rose, I am proud to welcome you to our family and call you my sister!

Thiago, you’re a wonderful and dedicated engineer and Rose, you’re a force to be reckoned with as an attorney.  Together we witness two beautiful souls united by love.  The world is truly yours and I am especially proud of the both of you.  Always remember to love each other, forgive each other (or we’ll lock the both of you in the bathroom to duke it out!) and to really enjoy each other. 

Rose, I do have a few words of advice in taking care of Thiago:

· I recommend always telling Thiago that to be at the airport, any kind of function or appointment-give him the time an hour earlier….actually, now that he’s heard this…make it 2 HOURS earlier!

· When he attempts to explain the depth and mysteries of the engineering world or one of his scientific theories, just pretend you get it….it’ll be a real time saver….unless of course you DO get it, since you were Valedictorian of ______________ high School, class of ___________ !!!

· Finally, if you really want to save some money, buy that “super hold” gel in bulk (try Costco?  Hair Gel in a Drum?) and don’t ever, EVER come between Thiago and his hair prep time!!

Most of all, I want you to know that baby Eva cannot wait to have some Brazilian/Italian/Polish little cousins to play with…and neither can we!  

I would also like to thank my parents, ____________ and ______________ for doing such a wonderful job in raising the both of us and giving me such a magnificent brother and best friend.  If I haven’t said it before, thank you.

To Thiago and Rose…here’s to the Best Rest of your life together and may you have all that you wish for and more.  I really don’t know 2 people who deserve it more.  We love you both!  Congratulations!
