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LPN GRADUATES SPEECH

FOR 

BRIAN GILLIGAN

Hello graduates, faculty, family, friends and esteemed guests.  It’s both a pleasure and a privilege to speak to you today, and of course, we are all very proud of all of you graduates who are here.  It’s been a long and hard road, both in life and in school, and I want to acknowledge all of you for your spirit, enthusiasm, and tenacity, especially considering all of the challenges that life has thrown your way.  The field you’ve chosen, Licensed Practical Nursing, is very special and it requires dedicated, compassionate people to perform the duties and services required by someone in this field.

To have chosen to be an LPN is quite a noble action, and although no one really wants to be in the care of a nurse-that is, none of us ever wants to be sick or old or dependent, but when and if the time comes, it will be people like you who do whatever is needed, who will put the smiles on the faces and the sense of being cared for in the hearts of those you serve.  Now more than ever, your intuition, skills and humanity will be required to perform duties and support both patients and medical staff at every level of care.  There are any number of responsibilities each one of you may have.  Whether it’s working in a medical office supporting the doctors and staff or tending to patients to insure vital information is taken and recorded, you will serve in a critical capacity to someone’s well being.  

Someone once said, “Nurses are angels in comfortable shoes,” and to a large extent that is very true, but no one said it better than Florence Nightingale when she stated, “Nursing is an art:  and if it is to be made an art, it requires an exclusive devotion as hard a preparation, as any painter's or sculptor's work; for what is the having to do with dead canvas or dead marble, compared with having to do with the living body, the temple of God's spirit?  It is one of the Fine Arts:  I had almost said, the finest of Fine Arts.”

You are all artists-and scientists in your own right and each task you perform and each patient you care for presents an opportunity to make a tremendous difference in someone’s life.  Your attitude-your attention to detail, your compassion and your appropriateness in every situation, will make a world of difference to everyone with whom you come into contact.  There will be tasks that will challenge you and there will be times when you won’t feel like being the “angel” that everyone wants you to be, but never lose sight of the impact you have on those who really need you.  Also remember it is your job to aid in the healing process, and that is no small feat.  Sometimes the situation of a case may seem impossible to conquer, but when your colleagues and patients discover your reliability and devotion, your reassurance will go a long way to support the cause.

The world we live in presents unique challenges to each one of us, and from our perspective in the medical professions; there are even more potential issues to deal with.  The population is getting older-unprecedented numbers of baby boomers will be turning 65 years old. The young population is facing more health issues than ever before.  The economy really taxes our patience…pardon the pun (If you want, say this with exaggeration and wait for the laugh), and quality medical care is getting more difficult to afford.  Every stress of modern day life should act as an inspiration for each of you to be more present, more compassionate and more efficient with your response and attention.  You’ve all attended and now graduated from a fine and special course, and now it is time to share your special skills with the medical community.  Remember what you’ve learned.  Remember to maintain your humanity in every situation, and most of all, remember it is your responsibility to empathize with all with whom you come into contact.  You have the unique opportunity to heal with each gesture, and all of us at Omega Technical School congratulate you and look forward to learning about your achievements-both large and small, as you make a difference in the field of licensed practical nursing.

Congratulations to all of you!
