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WEDDING SPEECH FOR 

MARK BASKIND

REVISION

Hello everyone and thank you all for being here tonight to share this very special time with us.  (If you are married, mention your wife and say) ________________ and I are so proud of (daughter)_____________________ and today is really the moment we, as parents wait a lifetime to experience.  (Turn to the bride and groom and say) _______________ and _________________, weddings are an opportunity for expressing emotion and acknowledgement, and today is no exception.  _________________, You have been and always will be, my little girl, and I am filled with many emotions, not the least of which is pride and love, as I watch you entering the next phase in your life.  Your mother and I did whatever we could to bring you into this world and raise you to be the beautiful, compassionate, loving person you have become, and as you begin your new life with _________________, our hopes and dreams for you continue to multiply.  As I look at you tonight, I see a beautiful young woman with a great young man by her side.  Here you are, surrounded by all who love you. I realize that all of the planning and ceremony are designed to give you two the best and most positive entry into the institution of marriage.  May your life as husband and wife together be as loving, beautiful and filled with acknowledgement as we all are feeling right now.

Someone once said, “There's something like a line of gold thread running through a man's words when he talks to his daughter, and gradually over the years it gets to be long enough for you to pick up in your hands and weave into a cloth that feels like love itself.”  _________________, I hope you have felt that connection between us as it keeps growing to embrace you with the love and respect I feel for you.  From the time you were born, there was a special bond between us and although you will always be my little girl, I am in awe of the woman you have become.  It seems like only yesterday that you ___________________________________ (remind your daughter of something funny she did as a little girl).  And then as you grew into a young lady, remember when  (tell something charming or humorous she did when she was a teenager) _________________________? The world is brighter with you in it, and as you share your character, assertiveness, and strength with those you meet, people are inspired, especially when it comes to your love of animals.   I once heard an expression that states, “The purity of a person’s heart can be quickly measured by how they regard animals.”  Truer words have not been spoken when it comes to you, ___________________.  Oh, if those dogs (if not dogs, mention the animal she is most fascinated by) could talk!!  (wait for the laugh).

Someone who really recognizes you for how good you are both inside and out, is (groom), ______________________.  _____________ is a great guy, a mother’s dream….a DOCTOR! …and someone I am happy to welcome to the family as my son-in-law.  Although Archie Bunker referred to his daughter’s husband as “Meathead,” that will not be the case here.  _______________, you two make a wonderful couple, and the best thing about the two of you is that not only do you really love each other, it’s clear that the two of you really like and respect each other, and that is a priceless gift. It’s also the best way to build a solid foundation for a happy, healthy, and fulfilled marriage.

In closing, I would like to share the words of the humorist, Ogden Nash who said, 

“To keep your marriage brimming,
With love in the loving cup,
Whenever you're wrong, admit it;
Whenever you're right, shut up.”

(wait for the laugh)

Here’s to you, ______________________ and __________________________, and here’s to many, many years of love and mutual respect brimming from YOUR loving cup!’’

Congratulations!!
