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BEST MAN SPEECH 

FOR

DOO KIM

Hello everyone!  It’s such a great night and love is in the air!  I am honored to be John’s best man and I am sure we all wish the happy couple many, many years of love, happiness and success on whatever path they choose as man and wife, but first we celebrate!!  (Turn to the couple and say) John, (bride’s name) _____________________, you two look fantastic tonight and all of us who know and love you best are really thrilled to share this exciting moment with the both of you.  Okay now, we’re off to a good start…. (turn to John and say with a little wink)…and you see John-you were worried that I might not behave myself?  By now you should know you can trust me!  (As an aside say with mock seriousness), Okay, may I ask all children under the age of 15 to leave the room now???   (Take a pause that’s a little too long and say) Only kidding!!!  Kids, come back….I really will behave…Promise!

I’ve known John for nearly half our lives.  We met as freshmen in college, and as we all know, that’s really when a person’s adult life begins.  John and I have experienced many events and incidents in each other’s lives and we were really there for each other as we grew into these magnificent specimens you see before you today (say this with a little exaggeration and wait for the laugh).  I remember so clearly what John was like when we first met.  He was a naïve, gullible, innocent kid who didn’t know much about life beyond the borders of his hometown.  Sometimes I think that I probably could have told him I was the star forward on our college’s basketball team and he would have believed me….(say this to the people in the back of the room)…For those of you who are in the back of the room and not so near to this dais, I’m 5’_____”  tall and I don’t have an athletic bone in my body-not what would be considered prime basketball player material..... but our John-he was a believer back then!!  In a large way, his innocence and realness made him a great friend back then and an even better friend now.  

I was there to witness the many phases of John’s entrance into adulthood.  How many of you here tonight remember the Korean FOB phase-remember the trip to Korea John took during our college years and how proud he was about the transformation he had experienced on this trip?  I don’t know what happened in Korea, but John’s capacity to hold his beer increased geometrically after that journey!!  Happy times for ________________ (Name Korea’s #1 selling beer or John’s favorite brand of beer).  And if any of you might be worried that his sense of good taste and rational judgment might have been clouded from his Korean beer fascination, all I have to say is remember the blue vest.  (Say that in a way that would get his friends who remember that vest to really start laughing).  He wore that for 3 months!  It was a real statement!! I know that I’ll never forget it!!  Ah yes, our college years brought us the “Many Phases of John” …. Let’s take a little trip down Memory Lane…. let’s see…Who remembers the Mixed Martial Arts phase?  That was a good one, or the motorcycle appreciation period?  And for those of you who experienced night clubbing with John, well…what can I say? 

And then, as if by a true act of fate, along came (bride’s name) ______________ , and that seemed to be the beginning of the best phase of his life.  After John met ___________, it was like she gave him roots.  All of the stages and phases of John’s life led him to find and appreciate the one who was meant for him and I definitely saw a change in him.  He was a great guy before, but with ___________, he got even better.  He grew up, became more responsible and motivated.  I really think he found his purpose in life and it is to be with _____________.  She’s a beautiful, kind, sweetheart of a girl, and I know how proud John is to be able to call her Mrs. ____________.  

Some of you know that John likes to fake a big, tough guy exterior, but on the inside we all know and love the “teddy bear within” (lead the crowd with a big) Awwwwwwwww……..  He may try to put up a different front, but we who know and love him, know the kind, generous, charismatic and sensitive guy who would do anything for a friend…..except pick a really good movie to see…now  ________________ will be his movie partner… (turn to the bride and say) ______________ take a tip from me…if you don’t want to see the movie he chooses-make him buy you LOTS of ice cream…it dulls the pain!!

All jokes aside, I couldn’t be happier for John and __________ or prouder of seeing my best friend so happy.  Even though I don’t say it much….not quite “man talk,” John, you know how much you mean to me and I look forward to witnessing all of the wonderful phases you experience with ___________.

I’d like to end with a quote from Bob Dylan, basically because what’s cooler than quoting Bob Dylan?  He said, “A man is a success if he gets up in the morning and goes to bed at night and in between does what he wants to do.”   

Let’s all raise a glass and may I propose a toast:

Here’s to John and ________________ may you live the life you choose, love the life you live, honor each other every day, and together may you build memories that will last 100 lifetimes!

Congratulations!


