PAGE  
1

BIRTHDAY SPEECH 

FOR 

ROD NAGY

Hello everyone, and Happy Birthday to me!!!  Actually, how could it NOT be a happy birthday? Look where I am and look at all of the great people here to celebrate with me!!  Those of you who really know me know that the party won’t stop here… I plan to REALLY celebrate this milestone!!!  (Mention 1 or 2 other extravagances you plan to commemorate this birthday) In addition to tonight’s festivities, I also plan on getting _________________ and doing _____________.   Some people might find this to be a rather extravagant and extended celebration, but I figure that since I’m now entitled to so many discounts thanks to AARP, we figured, hey-may as well splurge!!  (Turn to your wife and say) Honey….I know you’re probably not old enough to know what AARP stands for…let’s just say it means AGE AIN’T ROD’S PROBLEM!!   

In all seriousness, though, I have thought that birthdays provide an opportunity to really stop and think about where someone has come from, what accomplishments have been achieved, and which challenges were met.  I also use those opportunities to take a look and see who was there with me on my journeys through life.  Wow, that sounds like something a grown-up would say!!!  One way that a man can gauge his wealth in life is by seeing how many real friends he has.  Judging by the faces I see here tonight, I am a very rich man, indeed.  You’ve all been there for me- whether from the very beginning… Thanks Mom and Dad! ….. or more recently, like (name a new close friend or neighbor) each one of you has been a gift to me.  A long time ago, I heard an expression that states, “I am part of all that I have met,” and you are all a part of me.

I want to thank my wonderful parents, ________________ and _______________ for bringing me into this world, showing me the way, and giving me a great set of genes-no I don’t mean those little Wranglers (or 7-11-D’s or Levi’s-whichever you think would be the funniest to say) I wore as a kid!!  I mean the DNA that made me who I am today.  Thank you for teaching me and inspiring me to appreciate all that life has to offer.  I love you both very much.  (If you have any siblings, thank them here).  I would also like to acknowledge my brother, _____________ and sister, ____________. You guys were both there, almost from the beginning.  You witnessed phases of my life that I would probably pay to keep quiet!!! …But not that much, so don’t get all excited!  You’re very special to me and I can’t imagine what my life would have been like without you there.  There are other members of my family that have been there through thick and thin (mention any grandparents, aunts, uncles or cousins you might want to acknowledge).  ___________, _____________, ______________ - Thank you all for the fights, the fun and the frenzy at those family gatherings!  

To my friends, both old and new, you all know how much I love and appreciate life.  You know how I like to kid that my “secret” to aging gracefully is my “eternal youthfulness”… of course, some may call it immaturity, but since tonight’s my birthday celebration, let’s just say that the kid in me wins!  (Name 2 or 3 friends that have really made an impact in your life)  _____________, ______________ and _______________, you guys know that it’s friends like you that make life here such a trip! 

Mason, Grace and Payton, you guys are the greatest gifts life has given me.  You know how much I love you and I am humbled every time I see my reflection in everything you do, and I am proud that you are my legacy.  I love you very much.

And last, but not least, I want to thank my beautiful wife, Amy.  Every day I wake up and I know how blessed I am to have you by my side.  You are my best friend, my greatest companion and yes, my personal “fountain of youth!”  I want to thank you for being there for me, for loving me through all the good times and the “not so good” times and for all the little things you do that I may not acknowledge on a day to day basis.  You are the secret to my success in this life and you make it all worthwhile.    I keep thinking of a live Rod Stewart album I once heard.  It was recorded several years ago, probably when he was married to Rachel Hunter.  As he introduces one of his classics, you can here the faint tinkle of piano keys in the background.  He mentions the song is from “Every Picture Tells a Story” and then he playfully says…..  (Say this with Rod Stewart’s English/Scottish accent) “Me wife was only one at the time!!”  Well Rod!!  I got it!!!  Marry younger and discover the secret of life!!!  Honey, thank you and I love you!!

One other thing I have to say is Amy, you move me.  No really.  You really MOVE me and the kids, and the house and……  Come to think of it, I don’t know how many of you know this, but we actually moved 5 times in the first 4 years we were married!  Mason lived in 4 different states before he was 4 years old!  I have to say though, and I think Amy would agree with me, is that of all the places we’ve lived and visited, we’ve never had better friends or a better life than we have right here and right now in Buffalo. Your friendship more than compensates for our (ahem) fantastic weather!!  And even though some people out there may think I’m immature while others definitely enable me… and you know who you are…. thanks to each of you, I am having the time of my life!!  

Before I go, I would also like to propose a toast to all of you as I share the lyrics of Bob Dylan.  He wrote a great song called “Forever Young.”  Even though tonight was meant to celebrate me, I want to celebrate all of you – here’s what I wish for each one of you:

“May your hands always be busy 
May your feet always be swift
May you have a strong foundation 
When the winds of changes shift
May your heart always be joyful 
And may your song always be sung
May you stay forever young”
Thank you all, I love you!

