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BEST MAN SPEECH 

FOR 

JORDAN RODEWALD

Hello everyone!!!  Isn’t this a great celebration?!?!  The place is beautiful!! What gorgeous things to look at!!  And the view isn’t bad either!!  (Wait for the laugh).  I have to say, Mike and Shanna are really happy and I am proud to stand up for Mike as his best man.  Mike and I have been close friends for the past 12 years.  For those of you that may not know, we met when we worked together and we really hit it off back then.  It’s a testimony to a friendship when that friendship lasts through seasons and life changes and I am happy to say I found a true friend when I met Mike. I’m sure all of you in the room who know Mikie like I do, appreciate his loyalty, courage and genuine sense of friendship.  When Mike has your back-and he’ll watch it NO MATTER WHAT, you know you’re safe, and that’s an amazing trait to possess and share with friends.  It reminds me of some “dynamic duos” we’ve all seen in the movies.  Forget about Batman and Robin.  Skip Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid.  Who can ever forget the bond demonstrated as we heard the words, “I want that feeling.  That feeling that comes over a man when he gets exactly what he desires.”  And it didn’t take long for Kumar to realize that Harold was referring to the institution of ………… yes, WHITE CASTLE!!  (Wait for the laugh) Like Harold and Kumar, we do everything together-we just try to get into less trouble and Neil Patrick Harris hasn’t shown up yet!  Whether it’s vacationing or hanging out on our days off, or sharing (name some of your mutual interests) ________________, ___________________, or __________________, our friendship could be called,  “Mike and Jordan’s Excellent Adventure.”  (If you want to make a joke, you can turn to the bride and say) Yeah, we’ve been pretty inseparable, but don’t worry, Shanna, I’m not part of the deal!
 (Turn to Mike and say) Mike, you know I kid, but I really value our friendship.  And for all of the times you’ve watched out for me and MY back, I am here for you today and always.  You’re a good neighbor; a great friend and an unbeatable movie-vacation-hangout-all around wing man/buddy/partner.  I suppose we can say, when it comes down to it, that our friendship is “As Good As it Gets,” and that’s just fine with me!

… And then along came Shanna.  I am trying to use everything in me to resist and NOT say, “She had you at “Hello,” but I wont!!  Shanna, you picked a great guy-I don’t have to tell you that.  You and Mike know each other long enough and well enough to know you both made a great choice.  Mikie, you found a “keeper” in Shanna (if you want to make a little joke-and if it’s appropriate, you can say……….”Let’s just hope she doesn’t close the lock and throw away the key!!”) and I wish the two of you many, many years filled with health, happiness, love and all you both could ever want in life.

I’d like to get slightly serious for a moment-if you’ll let me.  All of us in this room wish the best for both of you, and in many ways the setting we’re in right now offer the symbols of what I wish for you two in life:

· The ocean reminds us of the journey that lies ahead for both of you. Let’s hope the water is smooth and may there be waves only if and when you want to surf!

· The boats make me think of my wish for your safe and secure means to travel through life ….. It just makes me want to say, “May your yacht runneth over!”  (Wait for the laugh)…. But in a good way!!!

· The symbol of the lighthouse inspires my wish that you two will always have a light to guide you.  Even when times are challenging, remember you have each other and the light you two share will get you through anything.  And may the bulbs never burn out!!

I’d like to propose a toast to our bride and groom.  Everyone, please raise your glasses:

Here’s to Mike and Shanna….Like those famous words from Forrest (as in Gump)….  Life’s like a box of chocolates…you never know what you’ll get, but may you two enjoy all the flavors life has to offer, and may the chocolate box never be empty!! Have a tasty and delicious life together!!!  Congratulations!

