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50TH HIGH SCHOOL REUNION SPEECH 

FOR

JOHN BERRA

Hello everyone!!!  I want to welcome all of you to the much-anticipated 50th high school reunion of _________________ High School, Class of ’61!!!  I am absolutely thrilled to be here and clearly, I loved being Class President, because here I am, celebrating with all of you, 50 years later!!  (If there are some other class officers in attendance, introduce them here) I would also like to extend an enthusiastic greeting to our Vice President,  ___________________, our treasurer, ____________ and of course, __________________, our ________________.  Time may have passed in the world around us, but I have to say, being here with all of you feels amazing and it’s very gratifying to know that no matter where we are in our lives, the connections we forged in our youth are there to warm our hearts and conjure up terrific old memories.

Someone once said that although every time someone leaves a place or people in their lives, it’s a great loss, but a reunion is a form of heaven.  Recapturing moments that may otherwise have been lost is, to me incredibly reassuring, especially as we all “blossom” into “maturity.”  Although I moved away to Houston many years ago, I have many fond memories of my childhood and adolescence, especially the time I spent with all of you here at ________________ High.  

It looks like (name your high school guidance counselor) Mr. ____________________ didn’t have to worry so much about us!!  As I look around the room and I hear the stories of the wonderful lives you’ve all been living, it seems that those detention sessions worked!!!  (Look around the room and say) Don’t worry-I won’t name names….You know who you are!!  (Wait for the laugh).  Just kidding…growing up in our town, I believe we lived the most charmed and wholesome lives possible at the time, and we were very lucky to have been raised in such a caring and close community.  

We’ve all been through so much and we’ve each lived our lives in unique ways. (Name some of the accomplishments achieved by your graduating class).  We had __________ people in our class and ___________ are here with us tonight.  If that’s not a blessing, I don’t know what is.  Each one of you is a testament to endurance, survival, resilience and grace.  (Name some accomplishments and distinctions achieved by the class both collectively and as individuals) Our class has produced _________ doctors, _____________teachers, ___________businessmen, ___________ children, and ___________ grandchildren.  Some of us like me, moved away, but the world has gotten much smaller in 50 years and thanks to the technology we have, we are able to connect as never before.  No matter how much we may try to resist, here we are, living in the “future.”  Remember back in those days we used to have to get up to change a channel on a television?!?  Can you just imagine if a high school senior from the class of 2011 didn’t have his or her remote control?  Or cell phone?  Or computer?  We had none of that!!  We didn’t even have photocopiers or faxes!  Okay, show of hands…. who was the mimeograph monitor in your class?  Who even remembers the fuzzy blue images of a mimeograph?  And do we have any members of our Audio Video Squad in attendance?  Boy, wouldn’t YOUR jobs look different today!  

Let’s take a look back on what life was like the year we graduated from ___________ High School.  John Kennedy was inaugurated in January of that year and formed the Peace Corps.  The Soviet Union began building the wall that divided East and West Berlin.  Can you imagine?  Back then it was a page freshly minted in history book, and we may not have fully grasped what was going on.  Today as adults who have lived and experienced so much, can you imagine a wall being put up to intentionally divide your city or home town?  Also that year Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin was the first man in space, but who will ever forget being absolutely glued to our TV sets watching Alan Shephard or Gus Grissom in their space flights? It was truly amazing!!  What a time to grow up and be old enough to have borne witness to those events!  “West Side Story” was one of the top movies of the year… show of hands-who saw it on date night, and is that date here with us tonight?  (Wait for the laugh)  Connie Francis wailed to let us know “Where the Boys Are,” and “Blue Moon” saw you “standing alone…”  You may not realize that 1961 also brought us innovations and icons that I know I couldn’t live without:  Not only was the electric toothbrush introduced, but so were Fritos!!  Thank you again, 1961!  And Barbie thanks the year too, because that year brought her Ken…. and what a doll HE was!

So much has changed in 50 years, but the basics that give us our backbone and character transcend time, and for that, I am sure we are all grateful. Another icon of our youth, none other than Lucille Ball said, “The secret to staying young is to live honestly, eat slowly, and lie about your age.”  (Wait for the laugh).  Unfortunately, that third part just won’t fly with this crowd, but it doesn’t have to.  We’re all lucky enough to be at a very special age.  Although we’ve all lived substantial lives so far, whether we like to admit it or not, thanks to modern technology and the times we live in, we all look, well, “mahvelous.”   We’re able to take advantage of information and systems that just were not available years ago, and although we all have a certain birth year on our passports or driver’s licenses, that number no longer means what it used to.  We’re definitely “old enough to know better,” but still young enough to “dare,” if even just a little.  We’ve been around long enough to have witnessed unprecedented movement in this world-both good and bad, but we’ve also been around long enough to know what real values are-values like mutual respect, integrity, and compassion, and for that, we’re all very, very blessed.  

Before I go, I’d like to share some thoughts with you.  The French author Antoine de St. Exupery said, “A man's age is something impressive, it sums up his life:  maturity reached slowly and against many obstacles, illnesses cured, griefs and despairs overcome, and unconscious risks taken; maturity formed through so many desires, hopes, regrets, forgotten things, loves.  A man's age represents a fine cargo of experiences and memories.”   Our age and point in life are the trophies we carry with us each day.  Sometimes that trophy may seem too heavy to lift, but heaven knows, each one of you has earned it!  Always carry with you the spirit of the times we shared at ___________ High.  I know you do, and that’s why you’re here.  Remember that each one of us has a rich legacy to share, whether it’s here with all of us tonight or out in your lives with your families, friends and communities.  Also ask yourself the question that Satchel Paige posed, “How old would you be if you didn’t know how old you were?” I have to say; tonight I feel like I’m 18 years old again, and I hope all of you feel the same, because it’s a wonderful feeling.  

I am proud to have been in the Class of ’61 with you and I am even more proud to stand among all of you tonight.  All of my classmates at ________________ High have left an enduring mark on my life and my heart and no matter where I go or what happens next, I will always treasure the connection we have.  I wish all of you only the best of health and happiness and all that you wish for, and if we’re really, really lucky, we’ll all meet again for the next reunion!!!

Thank you all!
