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RETIREMENT SPEECH 

FOR 

MANUEL PENA

Hello everyone!   Thank you all for being here today and sharing this penultimate moment in my naval career.  (If there is anyone in particular you would like to thank, do so here) I’d like to give a special thanks to ___________________, for ____________, _____________, who _____________ and of course ____________ for ________________.  I would also like to acknowledge my family for being by my side and supporting me through my entire career. To my beautiful wife, Flor, and my daughters Samantha and Stephanie, I love you all very much and cannot wait to be able to spend more time with all of you.  (You can add this next part if you want to get a laugh) Of course you all know I love my family, but now I have to be extra nice…. since I’ll be around them a lot more!!  

(Say this first part in mock seriousness and the end with emphasis and wait for the laugh) To paraphrase the old running Chevy Chase joke from the first seasons of “Saturday Night Live,” “I’m Manuel Pena and I’m retiring…………….. And YOU’RE NOT!!”  In all seriousness, though, we are here today to acknowledge and celebrate my 30 year career in the U.S. Navy, and I am very proud and humbled to be able to reflect on all that I have experienced and learned as I look forward to creating and living the adventures that will form the next chapters in the book of my life.  I began my career in the Navy when I was barely out of high school, and never dreamed I would have the rich and rewarding experiences I’ve had on my Naval “journey.”

I don’t know how many of you know this, but the late actor, Tony Curtis, was a Navy man.  About his Naval career, he said, “I enlisted when I was a boy. The Navy looked after me like my mother.  It fed me, took care of me and gave me wonderful opportunities.”  I have to say, I never thought I had much in common with Tony Curtis, but I do agree with his statement.  

I grew up and went to high school in Laredo, Texas.  Less than a year after I graduated, I decided to enlist in the Navy.  Often times, young people make decisions about career paths and may not fully realize the chain of events that unfurl based on one decision made as a kid.  Had anyone told me I would have the career and experience-and graduate and post-graduate degrees I earned throughout my Naval career, I wouldn’t have believed him or her, but here I am.  I joined as barely more than a high school kid, and now 30 years later, I stand before you with the education, experience and gratitude of a very proud man.  I kept my eyes and ears open and demonstrated an eagerness to learn –both new lessons and hard lessons earned from taking responsibility for my actions.  I was fortunate enough to earn a Bachelor’s degree in Pre-Law and Political Studies and went on to earn my Masters Degree in Information Systems Management.  I’ve had the privilege to serve our country in many capacities throughout my career (Name 2 or 3 of those positions you feel most proud of), such as ________________, ____________, and ______________, and I’ve had the rare opportunity to see parts of this world that people only dream of.  Although my tenure with the Navy was not always the easiest of choices, I do believe that the lessons I’ve learned, the people I’ve met and the opportunities I’ve been given all make for a very blessed and fulfilling career.  Although, unlike Mr. Curtis, I do NOT have my sites set on Hollywood, but the fascinating work I’ve been exploring in the IT field inspires me to pursue my “Tech Star” in the civilian world. ….and Heaven knows, I bet there are plenty of companies that could use a little Naval know how when it comes to IT!!

I am also very honored to have Dr. Jorge Trevino share some time to speak with us today.  As you all know, Dr. Trevino is a much–decorated Officer whose work in the field of bio security, his research and teachings on deadly pathogens, and public health have all contributed to his much deserved status as an expert and educator in these subjects.  Although none of us will ever again have the luxury of feeling complacent in our war on terror, it is the work of people like Dr. Trevino that allows us some peace of mind.

As I look back on my professional life so far, I am happy I made the choice to join the Navy.  I am also happy that I made the best out of the situations presented to me, and that is something I encourage all of you to do.  Take a look at your careers and where you are now, and at each stage ask yourselves, “What else can I be doing to hone my skills to become more valuable to myself and my naval commitment?  It’s essential to honestly and impartially evaluate your skills and participation as you advance throughout your career.  

Oddly enough, as I prepare to take my leave, I am reminded of the literary works of an icon of our childhood, Dr. Seuss.  The title of his book, “Oh the Places You’ll go,” seems very appropriate for this occasion.  I think of the places I’ve gone, thanks to the Navy-places like the Philippines, Hawaii, Italy… and I think of the places on my path in the future.  I know that with the background I have as “A Navy Man,” I will not lack for opportunity, the skills to assess and accomplish the tasks presented, or the gratitude and appreciation to seize all of those chances.  For all of you here with me today, whether you’re just starting in your Naval careers, or if you’re an officer or a fellow soon-to-be retiree, I’d like to share the closing lines of this poem from Dr. Seuss-it applies to all of us:

“Kid you'll move mountains 
So... Be your name Buxbaum or Bixby or Bray or Mordecai Ale Van Allen O'Shea, 
You're off to great places! 
Today is your day!  Your mountain is waiting.  So... Get on your way.”

I’m on my way to my next “mountain” and my adrenalin is pumping!  Thank you all!!!
