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HAPPY SWEET 16 SHARLANDE

FOR 

JOSEPH FERDINAND

Hi everyone, and Happy Birthday, Sharlande!!!  We’re all excited to be here to share this very special celebration with you and as your godfather, I am especially proud.  It’s almost impossible to imagine that 16 years have already gone by since the day you were born and look at you now!!!  Just to give the adults in the room some perspective, since 1995, the year you were born, the price of gold has quadrupled!!  I say this because you too, Sharlande, are like a precious commodity, and your value and sparkle even outshines gold…and what girl doesn’t love to think about bling? ! I know how overjoyed your parents were to welcome you into this world on that day sixteen years ago, and I remember how honored I was and still am to hold the special place of godfather in your life.  I really appreciate the unique vantage point of being able to watch over you and help to guide you in achieving your goals, especially since I have 3 sons.  It’s great to have the “female” point of view of kids today and it actually helps me in giving support and encouragement to (name your 3 sons) ___________, ___________, and __________!!!!  

I’m sure you agree that this is a great party, Sharlande, and I hope you enjoy and remember every minute of this day.  Here you are, surrounded by all who love you-your family, friends and classmates and we’re all here to celebrate YOU as you take your next steps into young adulthood.  I know that with all the great qualities you possess, you will succeed in all that you attempt.  Also know that as well as your family; I will be there to guide you whenever you need some advice or a slightly different point of view from someone other than “a parental unit!!!”

I know everyone her would agree that Sharlande means so much to all of us…Let’s see now…

S is for the Smarts she has

H is cause she’s Happy;

A means she’ll Achieve her goals

R – she’s Really savvy!

L -we know she Loves her friends

A shows Academics rule

N means she’s the Nicest girl

D –she’s Definitely cool!

E-means she Everything to her parents, friends and me...

We all love you Sharlande….the BEST is yet to be!!!!

Believe me, if there were more letters in your name. I’d have even MORE praise for you!!

Sharlande, it’s a delight to watch you grow up and blossom and it’s a privilege to be your godfather.  Your parents could not be more proud of you, and neither could I.  Thanks for being the daughter I haven’t had…YET!  I can’t wait to witness all of the other achievements and milestones that will come your way.  Stay as sweet as you are today and always remember to be true to yourself, believe in yourself and know that you are loved.  Use your gifts wisely. You have been blessed with intelligence and determination and your achievements in school are a constant source of pride for your parents.  You’ve been taught the value of intelligence, integrity and respect, and as you demonstrate your goodness to the world, life will bring you wonderful and unexpected gifts.  It’s up to you to have the smarts to appreciate them, and I know you will.  May today be the first of many wonderful occasions that celebrate you throughout a long, healthy, and happy life!!

Happy birthday!
