PAGE  
1

BEST MAN SPEECH 

FOR 

ROBERT TIMOTHY FOLEY

Hello everyone!  I’m really happy to be here today to celebrate the wedding of my best friend and cousin, Chris.  It’s been a blast growing up and being friends with Chris and it’s an honor and a privilege to be able to stand up for Chris as his best man……… actually, I DO have some stories about having to help HIM to stand up, but more about that later!!  Today we honor the many sides of Chris Lopes as we add the new role of husband to the legend.

Chris and I have been close friends since we were babies.  I’d like to thank my parents, ____________ and ___________ and Aunt Jean and Uncle Gene for demonstrating such good timing…WAY TO GO!!  Growing up was always so much fun with Chris around and we never lacked for common adventures to create and experience.  Of course, having a best friend to share everything with can give a person a little bit of a false sense of security.  I promise ALL OF YOU that Chris and I thought we were THE BOMB as we planned our wardrobes around our knee high white socks … (say this a little slyly and wait for the laugh) ….yes Chris…I remember the white socks … designed to give us that winning and oh-so-fashionable “baseball geek” look …. (Turn to Lauren and say) Lauren, uh, I hope there are no “his and her” white socks listed on the bridal registry??!!??  (Wait for the laugh).  We were and still are both passionate about baseball and we spent endless hours plotting and strategizing our legendary team, the Staten Island Snakes, and let me tell you, judging by the stats we recorded, they did quite well for a few seasons!  I remember taking trips across the country with Chris and we visited so many great baseball parks.  Many memories were made when we actually got to experience what it was like to be right in the middle of (Name 2 or 3 legendary ball parks you and Chris visited) _____________ or _____________ and ______________.  As I look back on our shared baseball history, I now realize that Chris and I truly are, “in a league of our own!”

Yes, one of the many sides of Chris Lopes is his love for sports.  I remember how, when growing up, we were on the same football teams, coached by Uncle Gene.  I also remember when the world got to see Chris Lopes-football hero, catch the only TD of the championship game to lead the Farrell Lions in their triumphant win over St Anthony’s.  But I have to say that although we loved all sports, we especially loved baseball.  As I just told you, we created teams and made pilgrimages to ballparks, but what was it like to actually watch a game in a stadium with Chris?  Well, I think one story in particular kind of sums up his enthusiasm, grace and determination when it comes to the sport.  It was 1999.  The World Series.  Extra innings.  And then…. like a bolt from out of the blue…. Robin Ventura’s stunning grand slam homer….. What could be better than to have my best friend…mah MAN…..my fellow baseball freak with me to share this awesome moment?  The crowd was whipped into a FRENZY ….I turn to high 5 Chris… but wait!  Where is he?  um….. face planted into the old man in the row in front of us… his raw enthusiasm and elation sent him head first into the crowd below!!  Ah!!!  Now THAT’s the Chris Lopes we all know and LOVE!!!  (Wait for the laugh).  I also have seen how deeply moved Chris can get because of his love of sports.  I remember that he actually wept when the Knicks lost game 7 in 1994.  Yes, Chris Lopes is a man’s man…not afraid to express emotion!!  Weeping over basketball. Now you can just imagine how he fell over his seat during that World Series game!!

Another side of Chris that I really appreciate is his loyalty. Sure, we joke around and we’ve done some pretty “out there” stuff in our hey day, but what some people may not know is that Chris is also a true and caring friend.  I’ve heard that you find out who your real friends are when the going gets tough, and because of some challenges I’ve had, I got to see what a real and true friend Chris is.  A few years ago, I had to have my jaw wired shut for 6 weeks, and Chris was the only person who cared enough to come over and hang out with me, even though I could barely talk.  (Turn to Chris and say) Chris, I don’t know if you understood at the time how much your visits meant to me.  I really appreciated that you were there for me, even though I wasn’t able to speak (If you want to make a little joke, you can add) ….. or was it more fun to hang with me when I COULDN’T talk? 

And now the most special side of my best friend is Chris Lopes, Husband.  When we were younger, we used to joke that the highlight of Chris’ life was the day he caught that one and only touchdown to save the Farrell Lions, and we thought it would be all downhill from there, but then along came Lauren.  Chris, I don’t have to tell you that you got a real “keeper” when Lauren came into your life.  As soon as we all met her, it felt right and she fit in and belonged with you, like a baseball in a glove.  Lauren is a kind and beautiful person, inside and out, and I wouldn’t trust anyone except Lauren to be with my best friend.  Lauren, thank you for being so good to and for Chris.  I would like to congratulate Lauren’s parents, Lou and Kathy, as well as Lauren’s sister and maid of honor, Kristine.  Welcome to the family!! 

I’d also like to congratulate my Aunt Jean and Uncle Gene on this occasion and I’d like to propose a toast to our bride and groom.

To Chris and Lauren, may the two of you have all of the health, happiness and prosperity that anyone can ever wish for.  May you get everything in life you need and want, especially all of the stuff on your wedding registry-but not the knee-high his and hers white socks …..To Infinity ….ANNNNNDDDDD ...Bed Bath and Beyond!!

We love you both!  Congratulations!

