Speech 11395 Scholarship Awards
Good evening students and faculty members of the Diplomatic Academy of Viet Nam. It is an honor to be here, and to be a part of this evening as a new group of students receives Raymond E. Reamey scholarships. 
For those of you who may not know, Raymond E. Reamey was an American, born in the United States. His career was in the military, and he served for thirty-four years before retiring in 1968. For the last several years of his career, he worked with aircraft at Cam Ranh Bay south of Nha Trang. 

Raymond enjoyed his family. He was married for 57 years to his wife, Norma Reamey of Owasso, Oklahoma. The couple had three sons, myself, Raymond K. Reamey of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Gary Reamey of Toronto, Canada, and Ron Reamey of Tulsa, Oklahoma. In 2007, when he was 80, Raymond passed away. All of us in the family decided that creating a scholarship for students in Viet Nam would be a great way to honor him. So we created the Raymond E. Reamey scholarships for that purpose.

Each year, 24 students from this school receive allowances to help them attend classes. This is a great place for students to receive an education that will take them literally anywhere in the world. 

As you know, this academy carries out strategic research in international relations and foreign policies, undergraduate and graduate training and retraining of foreign service personnel, and serves as a “think tank” in foreign policy for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
The scholarships will enable students to start or continue their undergraduate and graduate level studies in international relations, international law, international economics, foreign languages, and media and cross-culture communication. The smaller class sizes also help maximize the learning environment. As you may know, each year, the Academy takes in 60 graduate and 450 undergraduate students in six disciplines of International Relations, International Law, International Economics, International Communication, English and French. There are 100 college students, and 150 on-the-job students, and different training units form an establishment similar to a university with its own faculties and departments.

It is this international focus that is important for all students to learn and understand, and the Academy has brought that into focus in a meaningful way. The Academy has cooperated with overseas universities to offer joint courses, invited foreign trainers to teach foreign languages and European studies and U.S. foreign policies, and others. 
It is rewarding for the Reamey family to play a small part in the success of these students and the school. By 2010, the Academy had trained 5,000 students for 37 formal university enrolments, 2,500 students in 23 secondary enrolments, 369 students in 10 master enrolments, and 10 students in 1 doctoral enrolment. It has also held 12 on-the-job and five second-degree training enrolments. 
The Raymond E. Reamey Memorial Scholarship is glad to assist students at the school by providing scholarships to promising and deserving students, from the first to the fourth year. These are students who show commitment and determination to complete their studies. The selection of the students is made every semester by the management of the Academy.

Commitment and determination are two characteristics that will continue to play an important role in your lives as you finish your studies and enter the working world. You will discover that the world can be a harsh place, and it sometimes it may take every bit of your determination and will to make a place for yourself in it. Having an education or training like you are receiving here at the Academy is also vital to your future success. The two go hand in hand. Having the training without the determination or vice versa is not enough. It takes both of these characteristics to succeed and make a difference in this world, and the students receiving the scholarships this evening will have the benefit of both.
I am speaking for the Reamey family when I say that it is our biggest hope for each scholarship student to succeed- to make that difference and have an impact on the lives of others. 

As the former president of Nigeria, Nnamdi Azikiwe, once said, “Originality is the essence of true scholarship. Creativity is the soul of the true scholar.” As each of you continues your studies here at the Academy, I hope that you will draw upon your originality and creativity and find new ways to express yourself. 

Every year it seems as if the world is getting smaller. We are learning more about each other and our cultures, and we are discovering that we really are part of a global village or community where we can lean and grow from one another. It is in this spirit that the Reamey Family Scholarships were created.
In closing, as the spokesperson for the Reamey family, I would like to congratulate each of the scholarship award winners. It is our sincere wish that you take what you have learned from the Academy and go forth and have a positive impact on your community, your country, and the world. 
Thank you and good night.

