(Needs title) 
• HS CHANGES IN PURPLE.  

•ELIMINATED PARTS WILL HAVE STRIKE THROUGH. 

• HS COMMENTS IN TEAL

wds 2,200 needs to be be around 1400
It happens every year-same day-around same time.  Night falls.  Crowds begin to gather in much the same way as moths are attracted to a flame (light) (glow).  light. They gather on rooftops and on street corners in big cities in resort towns.  They gather on rural roads and on sandy beaches.  The crowds thicken on main streets all across our great country.  The excitement is palpable… and then BOOM!!!  The first spark flashes and the smell of gunpowder wafts into the spectators’ nostrils and the dazzling light show of spectacular fireworks paints the night sky.  Every year, as proud Americans, we celebrate our independence and our pride of country by invoking the struggles of our forefathers and honor their battles and triumphs with pyrotechnics.  The framers of our Constitution played with fire as they dared to create a context of freedom and equality for all, and the fireworks they created on the battlefield and in the documents that form our government continue to dazzle, inspire and infuse each one of us with the unique gift that comes with living in the United States of America.

Our founding fathers weren’t interested in glory or power. They didn’t care about making themselves kings, and they weren’t afraid to give up control when the people got tired of them.  Our founding fathers were tolerant, and they provided for individual rights and freedoms to allow their people to flourish.  At the heart of our Constitution is a spark and respect for people and ideas, and because the drafters valued the people, the people have revered the document.  
Our founding fathers created a government fueled by the respect for people and ideas and ignited by the concept of inalienable and individual rights and freedoms for all.

Fireworks were invented a long time ago and in a far away place-China   and the concept of freedom and equality for all were an idea that sparked and incited controversy from far away places as well.  On July 3, 1776, on the verge of declaring independence from England, John Adams wrote a letter to his wife and said, “The day will be most memorable in the history of America. I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival...It ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade...bonfires and illuminations (fireworks) from one end of this continent to the other, from this time forward forevermore.” 
What are some of the articles in the US Constitution that caused “fireworks” as they were being adopted by this great nation?  What parts of the Bill of Rights have done their share to ignite controversy?  Let’s take a look at just a few of them.

It’s been said that the United States Constitution is one of the shortest constitutions in the world and is the oldest written constitution still in effect.  Its concise context appears to have been formed from a spirit of unity and agreement, but that is not necessarily the case.  Indeed, the fireworks must have flown during the constitutional convention as the framers worked to perfect all of the points that still guide us today. In fact Ben Franklin insisted on dragging his bathtub into the meeting hall.  He was threatening to take off his britches and bathe in front of them all if they didn’t reach an agreement soon. ( Question did ben franklin really threaten that ???) (HS –I TRIED TO SEARCH FOR THIS AND COULDN’T FIND ANYTHING.  I DID DISCOVER, HOWEVER, THAT BEN FRANKLIN IS CREDITED FOR HAVING BROUGHT THE FIRST BATHTUB TO THE U.S.)  By 1786, the framers of the Constitution realized that the Articles of Confederation adopted by the United States in 1777 were not sufficient to serve as a foundation document for the country.  The young country realized there was no basis or power to regulate domestic affairs, Congress had no money to pay the soldiers who fought in the Revolutionary War, and there were many outstanding debts that needed to be paid to foreign countries as well.  Sparks flew as southern states argued about the economic advantages of the northern states.  The country was decimated after the war and needed to be rebuilt.  The founding fathers grew weary of European opinion that the new country was “third rate,” and on top of everything else, there were issues and divisiveness regarding slavery.  Something had to be done.  Plans had to be hatched to fight fireworks with more effective fireworks (pyrotechnics) pyrotechnics.
The Constitutional Convention convened on May 25, 1787 and lasted through September of that year.  Over the course of the convention, points were made and argued.  There were different plans proposed for the structure of the government.  Should they follow the Virginia Plan or the New Jersey Plan?  Should state government be abolished altogether?  Should each state be represented equally?  How should slaves be counted?  Every single point was debated and controversy ignited further discussions and opinions.  It is a testament to the framers of the Constitution that a consensus as brilliant as the one that was reached was even resolved at all. 

     It’s so simple to read our rights; yet in a modern society, it can be so complicated to figure out what those rights are!  When we were guaranteed the right to bear arms in 1789, could the signers have imagined that this might include missiles and grenades rather than muskets and axes?  When it was written that excessive bail would not be levied against a person accused of a crime, could it have been imagined that the accused might be able to get on a plane and flee the country within a matter of hours?   When it was written that all persons shall be free from unreasonable searches and seizures, could George Washington have guessed that a court 200 years later would be asking whether an infrared camera mounted to a helicopter or a piece of computer spyware loaded on a laptop constitutes a search?   

      These are the questions facing today’s legal scholars.  As Americans, we have an obligation to read and understand our Constitution.  We have a duty to listen to its words and try to apply them to a modern age.  We must understand that each right granted to us carries with it a responsibility—a responsibility to vote, a responsibility to take part in the political process, and a responsibility to pursue our emerging understanding of this important document. 

Our constitutional rights are simple, yet in modern times, it can be challenging to distinguish interpretations to reflect the spirit of the original intent. When we were guaranteed the right to bear arms in 1789, could the signers have imagined the arsenals and firepower available today?  When it was written that excessive bail would not be levied against the accused, who could have imagined that the accused might be able to flee the country within a matter of hours? And regarding freedom from unreasonable searches and seizures, could George Washington have guessed that 200 years later, we would be asking whether an infrared camera mounted to a helicopter or computer spyware loaded on a laptop constitutes a search?   

      These questions face today’s legal scholars.  As Americans, we have an obligation to read and understand our Constitution.  We have a duty to heed its words and apply them to modern times.  Our rights granted to us carry responsibility—to vote, a responsibility to take part in the political process, and to pursue our emerging understanding of this important document. 

History has shown us that the debate still continues and that as long as there are 2 people on this earth, the possibility for argument, controversy, and the need for a malleable and flexible form of government is essential.  As well as the boom of fireworks resound throughout our beings when we experience a fireworks show, the tenets and principles of the US Constitution resonate within each one of us.

Whenever we are asked a question we don’t want to answer, we coyly “plead the 5th.”  The 5th Amendment limits the admissibility of evidence obtained illegally.  In history before the US Constitution was created, use of brutal force and torture were commonplace as a means to get confessions out of suspected criminals.  Although confession by means of torture was allowed, common law in England began to change and slowly, that barbaric acceptance of brutally extracting confessions was eliminated.  In 1966, however, it took the Supreme Court case of Miranda v. Arizona to form the landmark case that we now refer to as the Miranda Rights.  Although Ernesto Miranda had signed a confession, the Supreme Court determined that his testimony was inadmissible because he was not warned of his rights. 

In 1971, there was a Supreme Court case known as New York Times v. United States.  The US Government tried to enjoin the NY Times and the Washington Post from publishing classified documents concerning the Vietnam War, as publication of such sensitive materials would jeopardize foreign policy.  Thanks to the protection of the 1st Amendment, the Court ruled that such claims were speculative and the case was overturned.  The 1st Amendment states, “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press…  The wording is short and to the point, and has the ability to spark debate from all points of view.

Article III, Section 2, Clause 1 is also known as the “Case or Controversy Clause.”  The article outlines the scope of judicial power and prohibits the Supreme Court from issuing “advisory opinions.”   This law was tested very early on in its young life, in fact, the actions of George Washington while he was in the beginning of his presidency created controversy that involved this.  President Washington sent a letter to the Court asking for approval to go directly to them if he needed to seek advice on issues that would “not be presented to the court in a timely manner.”  Chief Justice John Hay had to remind the president that the court had great faith in the country’s executive officers and the members of the Supreme Court were constitutionally bound to not overstep their limits.

After all is said and done, I am sure we can all agree that this country is built on and supported by the rich history and diversity that all come together to spark an endless demonstration of how the US Constitution colors our lives and lives within each one of us. 

(I like the following  story but don’t know how it fits or if it fits but needs to be shorten)  HS –I DON’T THINK THIS STORY FITS, BUT MAYBE WE CAN USE IT IN ONE OF THE CONSTITUTIOANL DEBATE SPEECHES-I HAVE TO CHECK THE 4 TOPICS AND WILL ADVISE.
During his 2008 speech at the Republican National Convention, former Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee related the story of one schoolteacher who sparked a story to show appreciation for those who sacrifice everything for this country. Huckabee’s story went like this: 

“On the first day of school in 2005, Martha Cothren,, a teacher at the Joe T. Robinson High School in Little Rock, was determined that her students would not take their education or their privileges as Americans for granted. And with the principal of her school’s permission, she removed all the desks from her classroom on that first day of school.

“Now, the students walked into an empty classroom and they said, “Ms. Cothren, where’s our desk?’ She said, ‘yu get a desk in my classroom when you tell me how you earn it.’

“Well, some of them said, ‘Making good grades.’ She said, ‘Well, you ought to make good grades in my class, but that won’t earn you a desk.’ Another student said, ‘I guess we get a desk when we behave.’ Martha said, ‘You will behave in   my classroom.’

“But that won’t get you a desk either.  No one in first period guessed right.  Same for second period.  By lunch, the buzz was all over the campus.  Ms. Cothren had flipped out, wouldn’t let her students have a desk.

“kids started using their cell phones.  They called their parents.  Any by early afternoon, all four of local network TV affiliates had camera crews out at the school to report on this teacher who wouldn’t let her students have a desk unless they could tell her how to earn it.

“By the final period, no one had guessed correctly, so the students filed in.  Martha said, ‘Well, I didn’t think you would figure it out, so I’m going to tell you.’

“And with that, she went to the door of her classroom and motioned, and in walked over 20 veterans, some of them still wearing the uniforms from days gone by, every one of them carrying a school desk.  And as they carefully and quietly arranged those desks in neat rows, Martha said, ‘You don’t have to earn your desk, because these guys, they already did.’

“These brave veterans had gone halfway around the world, giving up their education, interrupting their careers and families so that we could have the freedom that we have.  Martha told them, ‘No one charged you for your desk, but it wasn’t really free.  These guys bought it for you.  And I hope you never, ever forget it.”’

So let us thank our veterans while we still can.  Let us not make the mistakes of the past.  No veteran should ever feel forgotten or unappreciated.  Days of remembrance, like Veterans Day, Memorial Day and the anniversaries of Pearl Harbor and 9/11 It is our obligation to remember the importance  because behind everty great political leader, there was a soldier engaged in the battle for our freedoms.

Our soldiers are the living embodiment of what makes America so great.  Their courage sustains us and preserves the moral character and spart of  our nation.  They make us the shinning city on the hill.  We truly are forever in the debt of our protectors.

Being American is not just about the freedom we have; it is about those who gave it to us. Our Founding Fathers knew that they were doing something great by recognizing that our rights come from our Creator (within-HS-concerned about separation of church and state?) and not from a Government or King, yet, these brave men probably had no idea that their blueprint for a nation would become the model for democracies everywhere.  They simply knew that they were giving future generations of Americans their best chance for success by creating a political system that invested in its people and protected their rights to self-determination.  It is every generation’s mandate to follow and honor their vision and use their words as the inspiration to shape the greatest nation on Earth.

 Individually each law serves to guide us and the way we live our lives.  The fireworks we witness each year symbolize and memorialize the struggle for freedom and equality inherited by each American.  We are reminded of the battles fought and lives lost at the expense of fighting for what we believe in, and we view the same fireworks as a symbol of triumph and remembrance.  They’re a testimony to spontaneous combustion-a celebration of a chemical reaction used to invoke controversy, competition, and ultimately unity and compromise.  When taken as a complete context, the brilliance of the US Constitution lights our lives and guides us to more fully understand what it means to have the privilege and honor to be an American.  

Thank you.

