11958, Dennis Cohen
Good Evening,
For anyone I haven’t met yet, I am the Father of the Groom, Ryan and soon to be Father – in – Law of Jodi. 

I’d like to welcome everyone and thank you all for sharing this event with us. My family and I hope that you truly enjoy tonight as a preview of the fantastic wedding and reception tomorrow. 

Our special thanks goes to the immediate families of both Ryan and Jodi for being here to share this important life event. We also want to thank all the friends and relatives who have traveled from out of town to be with us this weekend. A special thank you has to go to the bridesmaids and groomsmen who have worked so hard to make this a memorable event for Ryan and Jodi. We couldn’t have done it without you and I know Ryan and Jodi value your friendship and support this weekend. 
It’s our hope that you fully enjoy the festivities this weekend, beginning with tonight’s rehearsal dinner here at name of restaurant. Just look at the amazing views we have of the New York City skyline that stretches from the George Washington Bridge all the way to the Statue of Liberty. Isn’t it wonderful? We chose this restaurant not only for the view but for the delicious food and the tremendous service. Please relax and enjoy the fare tonight as only the beginning of an exciting weekend.
Tomorrow will be the wedding, the joining of Ryan and Jodi in marriage. Marriage is one of the most important decisions a person can make in their lives. The joining of two people, not just two people living under that same roof but joining two hearts and two souls. It’s not a decision to be made lightly. It’s not a decision to be made carelessly. It’s a decision to be made with much care for the future. How do you want to spend the rest of your life? What kind of person do you want to spend it with? What type of life do you want to live? Does this person you love share your desires? What kind of compromises might you have to make? What kind of compromises might you ask of the person you love more than life itself? 

These seem like heady questions to ask and many of them are not made consciously but are made in the heart not the mind. You make them day by day as you get to know the person. You make your compromises, sometimes easily without thinking, just knowing you want to be with this person. But, some compromises took more thought, finally deciding that this person is worth whatever sacrifice or challenge life may throw at you, just so you can spend your life with them. 

Spending your life with another person changes your whole life. Knowing that you will be there for them and they will be there for you. Feeling that rush of joy just thinking about them and anticipating being with them. Knowing that being with this person makes you a better person. The excitement we feel celebrating with Ryan and Jodi cannot compare to the excitement they feel awaiting tomorrow so they can begin their new lives together. This is truly a life celebration and we are glad all of you are here to share it with us. 
After the beautiful ceremony that is planned there will be a reception with more good food and entertainment. I don’t want to spoil the fun by telling you everything that is planned. But, I am glad you are all here with us and hope you will fully participate in and join the party.
For tonight, enjoy the meal and the fellowship and begin getting to know those who are new to you here. 

Thank you

