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Welcome Everyone. I want to thank you all for coming tonight and sharing this retirement celebration with my amazing wife Linda.  I don’t know how we managed it but we actually caught her totally by surprise tonight. I haven’t been able to do that very often in the 32 years we’ve been married. She’s usually the one doing the planning and managing and even pulling off some great surprises for the rest of us over the years. She’s been a wife, a mother and a career woman all rolled into one and accomplished all of them with a passion. If you’ll all bear with me for a few minutes I’d like to share some things with you about Linda so that you will know just how amazing she is.

Trying to juggle a family with a career is a challenge for any woman but my wife hasn’t just had a job; she has been a school psychologist, not an easy job by any means. Yet, she has always been by my side when I needed her support for my career, whether it was a company dinner or just to be a listening ear when I had a rough day. She’s a terrific homemaker too. Our home has always been wonderfully cared for with a warm, cozy atmosphere, regardless of her work responsibilities. I am amazed at how well she juggles it all. 
Here you could share some stories of her accomplishments as a wife.
My wife is truly an amazing mother. We have a 28 year old son who has cerebral palsy and functions intellectually at a very low level. But Linda has used her motherly instincts, her education and her work experience to help Derek reach his maximum potential. She learned how to evaluate where he was at each stage of his life and how to work with him to help him develop at rates that sometimes even surprised his doctors. She has worked tirelessly to help him have the best life possible with patience and with love. She even had patience with me when I didn’t know what to do to help her. I not only love her as the mother of our son, I respect her hard work and willingness to do more than just accept what some thought was inevitable. Not every mother would do that.

Here you could tell some specific stories of her as a mother.

Linda is great when it comes to family gatherings. She loves to get together with both our families as much as we can. She isn’t one to just muddle through holiday gatherings, waiting for the holiday to be over and everyone to go home. She truly loves both our families and makes a point to plan times for us to get together on a regular basis, regardless of the season. She loves to attend gatherings at other family members’ homes too and insists on helping to make the gathering a success. She simply loves our families and looks for ways for us to be together. 

Here you could share a family story that means a lot to you.

Linda has many friends that she loves to get together with on the phone or go out dinner with on occasion. Linda is the kind of friend who is a friend in deed as well as word. She has a listening ear and a kindness that flows out from her. She doesn’t have to tell a friend she loves them because she shows it in her genuine concern for them and her infectious joy that she shares with them. 

Here you could include some comments about her with her friends.

The most amazing thing about Linda is how she handles adversity. She was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis in 1992 and has not let it get the best of her. She continued to work and live her live to the fullest, as a wife, a mother and on the job. She has not been one to sit around and complain about her challenges but has taken them on with the same passion that she faces every area of her life, determined not to let them overtake her. 

Here you could share something special about her if you choose.

The reason we’re here tonight is because Linda is retiring from the Wakefield school system where she worked as school psychologist since 1978 except for three years off from 1985 to 1988. I’m going to give the floor to a few of her co-workers now who would like to say a few things about her work life. She has been just as loved by her co-workers as she has by her friends and family. 

If you would now, please welcome – (Begin to name, one at a time, who you have asked to speak about her on the job.)
