I am one of four honorees for a banquet on Friday October 19, 2012. 
The total allotted speech time is 3 minutes.

“Those Who Care for Our Community” by Mina R Raulston 10/18/2012

Good Evening Everyone,

I am honored to be one of the speakers tonight for the 14th anniversary of Union Chapel Community Development Corporation. I believe strongly in the work that community organizations and this organization in particular accomplishes in our community. 

Church and other charitable organizations are very important in all our communities but even more so in a small community. Union Chapel specifically provides health and human services and wellness programs for our senior citizens but also provides after school care for students. If you have a senior citizen in your family I’m sure you appreciate these services and knowing that you have someone who will stand with you in caring for your family member. If you have a child who takes advantage of the after school program while you work I’m you appreciate knowing that your child is in a safe place, being encouraged to do positive activities instead of just left to themselves to figure out what to do with that time. I’m also sure that having the two services offered in the same location is in itself a joint benefit both to our seniors and our students. 
Whether it is caring for our seniors or guiding our youth, it is imperative that we as a community take care of one another. None of us can survive, much less thrive, independently. We all need each other. But, since we can’t all reach out to everyone we need organizations like Union Chapel to organize that community care for us. They can plan programs and organize the workers to do them. 

What we can do as a community is to support Union Chapel in our own unique ways. Some of us may be able to volunteer our services, others may be able to donate goods, and still others may be able to donate needed funds to make all the programs work to benefit our community. 

Regardless of how you contribute to the ongoing work of Union Chapel I know they will greatly appreciate your support. All you have to do is to look around you and see all the wonderful things they do with the resources the community provides for them. They have been successfully reaching out to this community for 14 years now and we sincerely hope they will be able to continue doing this for many more years to come. 

Thank you all for supporting Union Chapel Community Development Corporation and thank you for allowing me to speak on their behalf tonight. 

