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I’d like to welcome everyone who decided to share this momentous day with us today. I’d especially like to thank each member of my family and all my friends who are with me today to celebrate my graduation. Your presence beside me means more than you can imagine. 

The word graduation carries with it not just the meaning of having completed something but of moving upward from one thing toward something better. Each step of our education was a season of learning and then we graduated to a more challenging season with greater requirements and greater rewards. 

I am amazed at how much has been expected of me but even more so at how much I have accomplished, how far I have come. I could not have made these accomplishments alone. I am humbled at the privilege of being the class valedictorian. I worked very hard to earn this honor but once again I could not have done it without the help of many people. 
As I stand here today I am grateful for all the help and encouragement I received along the way. I’m sure my parents never expected to hear me thank them for making me study when I was growing up. But, I thank them because they taught me to work hard and learn my lessons well. I thank my friends who believed in me and encouraged me regularly. I also thank my teachers and professors who challenged me at every step of my education. 

Today we graduates stand at a crossroads in life. This stage of our education is complete but our education will never be complete. We will continue to learn both formally and informally. The difference from this point forward is that we will not learn so just so we can pass a formal test to be graded by a professor. Moving forward we will learn so that we can accomplish things in our lives and the lives of others. 

As students we learned so much more than the subjects we were graded on. We learned life skills that we can take out into the world and use to make positive changes in our community. We are no longer children, obeying the generation before us just because we were children. We are adults who have learned much so far in our lives. 
Now it is our turn to take the school lessons we learned, the subject matter we studied and the life lessons we learned out into the world and be a catalyst for change. Not just change for the sake of change; not just change because we are bored. No, we can take all that we have learned and combine it with our unique set of skills and talents and make changes that are necessary in our world to make it a better place for all those around us, young and old. 
In doing so we honor those who have gone before us by using the lessons they taught us in order to make a difference. In doing so we honor those who come after us by giving them a foundation of good so they can build our good into something better. Each generation learns from those before them and those after them. Each generation builds upon what they were provided and leaves something for the next generation to build upon. It is our turn now to build. 
Let’s all leave here today with the goal and intent to start where we are and build upon what we have to make our own part of the world a better place for our parents and our grandparents as well as for us and our children and grandchildren. We have a challenge set before us.  May we all meet that challenge with wisdom, strength and compassion. 
Thank you.
