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Tonight I have the honor of speaking on behalf of our beloved boss, Joel, who has decided to leave us all after ten years. At least he’s been my boss the last ten of his thirty years with this company. 
When he told us he was leaving we experienced an agency wide depression. He is leaving us to go to another Jewish Community Center about 45 minutes away which has left us all feeling completely bummed and unsure of where our agency is going. Our new director (give his name) is in the audience tonight and is member of the current staff. He’s going to miss Joel as much as the rest of us! 
There is only one word I can think of to describe Joel and that is amazing – an amazing leader, an amazing friend, and an amazing visionary.

He created an amazing family atmosphere within our community center among staff, board and community members. He’s been an amazing friend to me as well as to others. When I was very ill he was a huge advocate for me, visited me in the hospital and made sure my husband and kids were taken care of. Many people have gone through terrible times and he has always, very personally been there for each of us. We all agree that he is also a social worker and joke that supervision time is sometimes therapy time. 

He is an amazing visionary and is also always breaking the norm. He hired a Muslim woman to do interfaith programs at our Jewish community center and has been supportive of all of our interfaith and intercultural programming, always working hard to get us funding for these programs. He even has the Muslim call to prayer on his I-Pod. 
You might not realize it but Joel has OCD. He runs a multimillion dollar non profit organization and never has a sheet of paper on his desk. We played a joke on him once and put all the awards and photos on his office wall askew. It drove him nuts until he was able to put everything back where it belonged. But he enjoyed the joke too. 
When I first started working there I wrote memos which he told me was not acceptable at our office, we just talk. Of course talking is only one way we communicate with one another. Frequently when we have had things to say to him we've written silly songs which he has in a file. No one has a real "employee file" that we know of, just folders with silly stuffiness songs and hysterical pictures. He is a brilliant manager and has really created an agency of people who are happy to be there. 
There are so many things I can tell you about Joel. We have had a blast traveling and running programs in Israel together. He has meetings with staff in his car on the way to Starbucks where he always orders a Vente vanilla latte. All the baristas know him and his order! He's like an idiot savant when it comes to Star Trek episodes...knows every line, all the actors, frequently the year it was filmed, the name of every episode. Same thing with movies...he must have seen every movie out there. 

Joel is such a unique person. He functions on Joel time which means he can tell you he’ll see you in his office in five minutes but it can be a half an hour. He has Snap Crackle and Pop figurines on his desk which he uses to talk to you when he's feeling particularly goofy. Now that’s an interesting conversation.
Joel can be childlike but he is also brilliant. Because he has allowed my department the freedom to dream we have won many awards insuring the Suffolk County human rights award for excellence in educational programming. Our student films have won awards and citations as well. Our HAMSA (Heroes Are Made through Service and Action) program has changed the lives of Muslim and Jewish college students in the US and Israel. 

Joel, we all wish you the best in your next challenge and remind you not to forget us or we might have to come rearrange your office again. (smile and a chuckle). Would everyone please join me in a round of applause for our man of the hour, Joel _______ (his last name)?
