
12186, Gary Laning – Memorial Eulogy

Good Evening Everyone,

I want to thank you all for being here to honor our friend and relative Frank Polsenberg. I am honored to speak for him tonight. Although we were not totally caught off guard when we received the news of his passing in December, we do grieve his passing. He made a strong impression on everyone who had the privilege of knowing him. (If you want you could share a small story of you and Frank here).
I had the privilege of knowing Frank for forty years. We became close friends ten years ago after he had his heart attack. I remember how determined he was to get better even while still in the hospital. When he came home from the hospital he worked diligently to regain his former strength but as time went on he began having difficulty walking and finally he began using a walker. But, he didn’t let it stop him or hardly even slow him down. He used that walker to get where he needed to be so he could still live an active life. He had a strong will to live life, not just exist and it showed in everything he did. A few years ago he retired to Brainard, NC which he dearly loved. 

Family and friends were the most important things to Frank, no matter what problems or circumstances he experienced. He was married twice, first to Johanna that, sadly, ended in divorce, and then his second wife ________ preceded him in death. He really missed her when she passed and often shared many of their experiences with close friends. Frank experienced some hard issues and even estrangement from some members of his family but he was good to them; he loved them very much; and he wanted to be with them most of all. Unfortunately, many of them shut him out of their lives despite his efforts to mend their disagreements. That estrangement troubled him until the end even though he knew he had done everything possible to resolve their issues. 
Frank had one friend, ___________, from Atlanta, GA. He was always there for Frank, especially at the lowest points to help him get through those rough times. He was always full of positive and encouraging words to help Frank. For that Frank was immeasurably grateful. 

Frank knew how to take all the good and all the bad in his life and make the best of things not only for him but for others. He tried to offer encouragement for others as his friends had done for him. All in all, Frank was a good, caring person and those of us who knew him best will miss him greatly. 

Thank you
