12318, Brandy Foster 
March 24, 2013

Course Name


"The Truth About Human Trafficking by Mina R Raulston
Human Trafficking is not limited to women and children kidnapped from poverty stricken, third world countries and forced into slavery and prostitution. It happens on a regular basis right here in the United States of America. According to the Women’s Funding Network 12 – 14 years is the average age that girls who are trafficked for sex are first victimized and 293,000 American children are at risk of becoming domestic sex trafficking victims. http://www.womensfundingnetwork.org/AFNAP-toolkit/by-the-numbers
These young girls may be runaways or may have been kidnapped but they are not living this life by choice. They are regularly beaten and raped in order to bring in money for the “family” of people who use them as sex slaves. 

According to the Polaris Project, an organization devoted to ending slavery around the world, there is no stereotype for a victim of sex trafficking. It’s victims cross all cultural lines of age, socio-economic status, nationality, education level and gender. The one consistency is that “Traffickers tend to prey on people who are hoping for a better life, lack employment opportunities, have an unstable home life, or have a history of sexual abuse - conditions that are present in all spheres of society.”
http://www.polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/overview/the-victims
According to Human Trafficking.org, human trafficking occurs all over the globe and this organization provides information, resources and up to date information on what is happening in regards to human trafficking as well as contact information on the various organizations, government and non-government, that are working to end human trafficking. 

http://humantrafficking.org/countries/united_states_of_america
According to The Project to End Human Trafficking there are red flags to recognize possible victims of human trafficking. The victims are not free to come and go as they please; they are under 18 years old and engaged in commercial sex acts; are frequently moved by their pimps; were recruited through false promises about nature of the work and may owe a large debt and are unable to pay it off. 
http://www.endhumantrafficking.org/#!recognizing-trafficking/c19fs
Personally they have no personal possessions or access to their identification and have no control of their finances. Physically they may appear fearful, paranoid or submissive; may be malnourished and show signs of physical abuse or even have brands or tattoos showing someone’s ownership. 
The United States of America was founded on the concept of human freedoms, exampled in our Bill of Rights. We fought the Civil War to grant freedom to slaves nearly 150 years ago. And yet we have a thriving human trafficking business that exists in rural as well as city areas. But, there are many organizations, more than can be listed in a presentation of this size, who are working tirelessly for the rescue and freedom of these victims. One of these organizations, Coalition of Catholic Organizations Against Human Trafficking, is comprised of national and international Catholic agencies working to eliminate the scourge of human trafficking. 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/human-trafficking/coalition-of-catholic-organizations-against-human-trafficking.cfm
All of these organizations have a huge job ahead of them but they have similar goals

methods. First they gather and distribute as much information as possible on a regular basis so that people like you and I will have the knowledge necessary to recognize this crime against humanity. Second they work with national and international organizations to prevent human trafficking whenever possible and some actively work to rescue victims whenever possible. Last but certainly not least these organizations provide direct services to victims of human trafficking to help them overcome the trauma of their experience and help them to build a new life once they are free. 

Human trafficking is a deplorable crime against humanity to helpless victims as young as 12- 14 years of age. But it is one that can be combated with information, resources and the cooperation of those in society who believe in human freedom. It is not an easy battle to fight or one that may be won completely but it is one that all who value freedom have a responsibility to become informed about and offer what assistance they can whether it be direct assistance, public awareness or financial support. 
