12322, Robert  Barh – Father of the Bride
As Father of the Bride I have the privilege of welcoming all of you here today for the wedding of my daughter Amy and her husband Jon. Our Amy is a nurse; she is beautiful, smart, goal-driven, and she runs marathons. Jon is in sales; he is smart, funny, witty, loyal and totally devoted to Amy. They met in high school and have dated for over 10 years. Today is a BIG day for Amy, for Jon and for the whole family.
You see, we all had a very BIG challenge not too long ago. Amy experienced and survived a life threatening illness and through it all Jon stood by her. Most brides and grooms believe their marriages will last through the better or worse and til death us do part but have no proof of it. Amy and Jon have already met and survived that challenge so our celebration is multiplied because of that knowledge. Amy tells about her experience in her BLOG. She tells how she almost died and how she and Jon both knew that if she lived she might lose her leg and how that would prevent her from running any more. She shares how Jon stood by her knowing both the physical and emotional effect that would have on her. He loved her in a BIG way so that nothing would stop him from loving her no matter what. Despite the challenge they experienced what a wonderful way to enter into marriage, knowing they have already faced the ultimate challenge and overcome it. 

Amy also shares how she learned to trust God through all of that. I think we all know that in life we must learn to trust God. Some of us learn that lesson better than others. But, when God does such a BIG miracle in your life; when millions of people that you don’t even know pray for you to have a miracle and then God grants the miracle it changes your whole prospective on trust. Amy believes that God has a BIG thing for her to do with that miracle and Jon will be right there beside her when God shows her what that BIG thing is that he asks of her. 

We are all so grateful that God healed our Amy and we love Jon even more than before because he is the man we knew him to be by staying by her side during this time. When such a BIG miracle happens everything is a celebration. You can never go back to a time when life was hum drum. Every day is a celebration; every event is a celebration. There are no little events or little celebrations ever again. Whatever their life is to be; their careers, their life events, their future challenges, nothing can ever compare to the challenge they have already faced and overcome. The trust in God they have learned cannot be diminished by little challenges. 
Amy and Jon, you are the joy of our lives, not only because we already loved you both, but even more so now. The BIG in your lives has changed you both in so many ways that we cannot put them all into words. But, all anyone has to do is look into your eyes and see the love you have for one another and see that you both cherish one another in a way that most people could never comprehend. That alone will be a testament to other couples. 


A Blessing to you, Amy and Jon, that today and every day, you will walk out your BIG in ways that only you can do, and enjoy every day that you have together. 
