12423, Ken Heatherington – Volunteer appreciation dinner

Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen,

I want to welcome you all to our dinner tonight to honor all our generous volunteers. We have a wonderful venue here at (name of restaurant) so please enjoy your meal as we continue with the evening’s festivities.

Our organization was formed to serve the community around us in many needed ways. 

(You can state the mission statement here is you like)

In order to meet that mission on a consistent basis requires the work of many volunteers because there is much work that must be done. I doubt that most people realize all the detailed work that operating a volunteer organization requires. There are administrative and clerical duties; there are a variety of manual support jobs necessary to make sure that everything is in its place and working properly; there are direct support positions to help those people we are in business to help and then there are those who work diligently on a daily basis to ensure the regular influx of funds to both operate this organization and to provide the help our clients need. Everyone here fills one of those volunteer positions and does so with a generous heart and attitude. That kind of generosity can be hard to see in our world today and we don’t want anyone to think that you are taken for granted. 
The work of a volunteer is not one that people generally aspire. It is long hours, many times doing work that is not of itself your passion. It can be exhausting work with little thanks and less recognition throughout the year. It can be frustrating work because you rarely see the fruits of your labors for a very long time. People who volunteer don’t do it for recognition or for pay. They do it because they have a heart for the work to be done. Not the day to day tasks necessarily but for the greater work of helping our clients. 

Each of you here tonight has given of yourselves selflessly during this past year (session) and we don’t want you to leave here tonight without knowing just how much your labors and your hard work are appreciated. As part of the administrative board (or whatever your position) I can tell you that we could not do the work that we are committed to accomplishing without your help. We understand that you give of your time freely and offer your talents without expectation of payment. We know that you do this because you believe in our cause and for that we are grateful. Knowing that each of you stand with us in this great work helps to strengthen us as we do our jobs and encourages us that we are doing the right thing. 
The measure of your commitment cannot be understated. You regularly take time from your personal lives to give to this organization. We understand that you do not do this just for this annual banquet. This is but our humble thanks to you for all of your hard work. It is our hope that you will accept our sincere thanks and appreciation knowing that we can never fully express our gratitude to you for all your hard work. 

Thank you everyone.
