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MAID OF HONOR SPEECH 

FOR 

SHAYNA RICHARDS

HI everyone!!!  It’s a real honor to be here at April and Kyle’s wedding, and it’s even more special having the privilege of being April’s maid of honor. Everyone looks beautiful and this scenery really works to guide us in appreciating our relationship to nature, life and each other.  (Turn to the bride and groom and say) April, we’ve known each other for a long, long time.  And although it’s been said that if we’re lucky, in life we find our soul mate, up until the time you met Kyle, it was me-of course in a different capacity!!  When I think of the past eighteen years we’ve spent having fun spending endless hours discussing life and love, and watching each others’ backs, I think that you, April are especially blessed to have found two.  

Someone once said that throughout life, we may meet a person unlike any other.  This person is the one you can talk to forever.  They “get the joke.”  They understand what you’re going through.  They know when to give you a shoulder to lean on, a kick in the butt, or the end of the sentence you’ve just begun.  They know how to be silly just at your pace, and they know what’s going on with you, even when separated by thousands of miles.  That, my friends, is a best friend or a soul mate….. or a really good private investigator!!!! (Wait for the laugh)  Only kidding!!  It really does seem sometimes that April and I have our own special language that we have practiced and perfected for almost 18 years.  I remember when I met April in __________.  It was at ______________, and we just clicked.  Over the years we have experienced quite a bit together.  (Name a few examples of the adventures you’ve had with April).  I’ll never forget the time we ______________________.  It lives on in the history of friendships.  Or what about when _____________________?  April showed her true colors THAT time!! Even when we were stuck in ______________________, she demonstrated her compassion and caring, and her ability to cut and run!!  (Try to think of a small instance where you may have gotten into a little trouble).  It’s been said that a best friend is the person you can call at any hour of the night to laugh, cry or complain to.  I have two things to say about that …  

1. Thank goodness we’re in different time zones-and I’m on Pacific Time!

2. And now you have Kyle!!  Call me in the morning!!

(Wait for the laugh)

All jokes aside… well maybe some jokes aside, life changed for April when she met Kyle about seven years ago.  Although we’d been best friends (do you want to say best of friends?), it was obvious that April and Kyle took “best friend and soul mate” to an entirely new level.  It’s a good thing neither of them are afraid of heights (wait for the laugh), but if one of them was, the other would be there as an incredible support system, and as we all know, life hands us challenges and opportunities-some expected, and some just show up out of left field.  It’s that strong and loving partner who will guide you through the good times and bad, and it’s that best friend, namely me, that will be there to listen, cry, yell and laugh right along with you…as long as you don’t call in the middle of the night-but if you have to, then bring it!!  (Wait for the laugh) 

(Mention April and Kyle’s family members that are present).  I want extend congratulations to April’s family, the _____________’s ,  To _____________, _________________ , and _____________________ , you all know, as I do, how great April is.  She’s been a wonderful and caring friend and she’s always been a loving and devoted daughter and sister (say whatever is applicable).  Now she has a great opportunity to share her gifts with her new family, the ___________________’s. To Kyle’s family, I also would like to congratulate all of you and I am sure that by now, you know what a prize you have in April. 

I’ve noticed that as we “grow up” and get on in years, our friends really do become our family, and family is “forever.”  Although April may not know “where the bodies are buried,” …oh dear… I do know that I can trust her more than anyone on this earth with my confidences and escapades, and she knows the same of me.  

(If you want to make a toast, you can say the following)  I’d like to invite everyone to raise a glass as I propose a toast to our bride and groom:  (If no toast, then just say)

To April and Kyle, may you have a lifetime of happiness, health, prosperity, lots of love and really great adventures, and I know that everyone here today agrees with me that we’ll be looking forward to sharing those journeys-or as much as you can talk about!  (Wait for the laugh) We love you!!  Congratulations!
