12532, Dawne Tomlinson – Due May 17 

Good Evening Everyone, I want to welcome our staff, dignitaries, the families of our students and most importantly, our graduates. 

Graduates, today is one of the most important days of your young lives. You have worked hard your entire lives up to this point to reach a common goal, to graduate from high school. Some of you have been together since you first went to school as little children; some of you just met this year. But, your main goal has been the same, to finish school. All of you had secondary goals such as winning awards or competitions or gaining entrance into college or some other type of training. Those are different for each of you but your success in accomplishing them can be jointly celebrated. 

As a class you have also met quite a few goals. Among them are: (You can list them here as was your stated desire).

Today is not just a day of completion however. Today is a day of new beginnings. Each of you will begin a new season of your life. You will leave here today with a sense of accomplishment but with new goals and challenges to face. You have no way of knowing all the challenges you will face but because of your successes thus far you leave here knowing one thing for certain. You know that you can succeed no matter what challenges you face because you have already succeeded in meeting challenges. 

As you face each new day and each new challenge I want you to remember how you felt when you first stepped on to this campus your first day of high school. Even those of you who felt total confidence in yourselves still felt some trepidation and nervousness for the journey ahead of you. You will feel some of those same feelings as you step out into this new season of your lives. But, I also want you to remember how you faced each new challenge during your time here at LSS. In case you don’t remember I can tell you how you faced them. You faced them head on. You looked each challenge in the face and you took each day one step at a time and you kept on going until you reached the end of that journey today. That is how you will face each new day; one step at a time and then you will find success at the end of each new season in your life.

Will there be mountains to climb? Of course there will. Will you sometimes fall flat on your face? Very possibly sometimes. But, success isn’t about how many times you fall down; it’s about getting back up more times than you fall down. It’s about learning your strengths and your limitations and using them to your best advantage. You didn’t pass every test while in school and you won’t pass every test of life. But, you will learn your life lessons just as you learned your school lessons and put the things you learn to work in your lives. 
I want you to leave here today with a combination of self confidence and humility so that your life will have balance as you traverse each path you take. You each have value just as you are; you don’t have to be something you are not. So, look at yourself and choose the path that will be the best for you, not what someone else tells you is best. Then, walk that path, seeking excellence in all that you do. When you have done that you will have succeeded. 
Graduates, my final advice to you is very simple and every year I give the same advice:

· Be a person of worth

· Be real

· Be there for your parents as they have been for you

· Be a person your parents can be proud of

Congratulations Graduates of 2013.
